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Development ... is the road so narrow that only a 
few can find it? 
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 
The post World War II period has witnessed massive efforts 
aimed at uplifting living standards of Third World nations, where ap­
proximately four-fifths of the world's population live. Outstanding 
problems of Third World nations include rapidly rising populations, 
foreign debt burdens, low industrial output, inadequate infrastructure, 
low levels of education, poor health, and low agricultural produc­
tivity. To illustrate, the Food and Agriculture Organization (1984) 
projects that between 1980 and 2000, the food and agricultural ex­
perience in a large part of the developing world will be charac­
terized by semi-stagnation. 
When compared to the richer nations of the world, the situation 
in Third World countries is alarming. Not only is the welfare gap 
between these countries large, but it is widening. According to 
Sivard (1985), the richer countries can spend, through their govern­
ments, 100 times more for their education than the poorer ones. 
They have ten times as many physicians to care for them and three 
times as many teachers for their children. The same author reports 
that in 1979 the GNP per capita in developed countries averaged 
$7,920 while it was $740 in the less developed region. Besides dif­
ferences between nations, there are also wide gaps between the af­
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fluent and the poor of the Third World. An estimated 40 percent 
of these countries' inhabitants live below the poverty level (Meier, 
1984). 
Although many individuals and organizations have devoted much ef­
fort to relieving Third World misery and have met with some suc­
cess, they lack a unified approach. To date, for example, there is 
no single definition of development. This study contends that unless 
development experts from the Third World and those offering assis­
tance from outside arrive at a common definition, efforts aimed at 
eradicating Third World problems will be hampered. 
Statement of the Problem 
Since World War II, much has been achieved in terms of in­
dustrial output, agricultural production, infrastructure-development and 
basic needs satisfaction in a number of countries. Nonetheless, in 
the majority of the Third World nations, especially those of Sub-
Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia, living conditions have either stag­
nated or deteriorated. 
This study first contends that such failures could be reduced if a 
common definition of development were to evolve. Lacking a com­
mon definition leads to misunderstandings between different agencies 
and individuals that are involved in development work. Second, in 
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order to start moving toward a common definition, there is a need 
to take an inventory of perceptions pertaining to development of 
people engaged in this process 
Puxpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to take inventory of development per­
ceptions. First, an attempt will be made to develop and critique in­
dices for measuring major dimensions of the development process. 
Second, experts' perceptions of development problems and solutions 
will be compared. Comparisons will be made across three regions 
of the Third World and Third World experts will be contrasted with 
experts from the United States of America. The third objective is 
to explain the respondents' perceptions about dimensions of develop­
ment in terms of the contexts in which they live and work, control­
ling for selected personal and job-related characteristics. 
Major Assumptions 
Four assumptions guide this study. First, development is per­
ceived as a process, not a state. Implied in this is the view that 
all societies are undergoing change and development, all the time, 
even though the form and manifestations may differ from region to 
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region or country to country. Second, development is a human 
enterprise, defined within a certain cultural context. Development ex­
perts from different regions are expected to perceive this process dif­
ferently, depending on the context from which they come. 
The third assumption is that countries are interdependent and 
there is a world community. It is therefore reasonable to expect 
that U.S. experts, working in various regions of the Third World 
will develop and share sympathies and understanding toward the 
people with whom they work. This shared understanding will be 
reflected in their development perceptions. 
The final assumption is that development perceptions are, to a sig­
nificant degree, determined by the contexts within which the experts 
live and work. The contextual impact is considered to be more im­
portant than individual-level or job-related characteristics. The reason­
ing behind this assertion is that individuals are born into contexts 
which influence their character-formation and attitudes. According to 
Stinchcombe (1975), structure influences the socialization process, 
reward systems, self-affirmation in a social role and structurally-in­
duced needs. 
General Overview 
This dissertation is divided into seven chapters, each following 
the other logically, and reflecting a dimension in the research 
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process. In Chapter 2, the reader is introduced to similarities and 
differences among Third World countries. The author feels that com­
parative research is indispensable if development is to be understood. 
Marsh (1967) holds a similar view by stating that if the research 
process is a search for causes, there is need for a systematic ac­
cumulation of comparable data. He adds on that although many 
Sociologists have started carrying out research in other societies, it 
has not been comparative. It constitutes no more than research car­
ried out in foreign countries. His point is summarized below: 
"The cross-societal comparison tends to be implicit rather than ex­
plicit, and the real burden of systematic comparisons is often left to 
the reader. There is, then, a real danger that as more Sociologists 
shift their attention from their own societies to others, we shall 
have a spate of studies on individual societies and a somewhat hap­
hazard accumulation of noncomparable cases. This would leave us 
little better off than we are now in terms of explicit cross-cultural 
analysis" (Marsh, 1967:17). 
A quote from Black and Champion (1976:45) also stresses the 
same issue: 
"A central feature of the scientiRc perspective is its universality. 
Knowledge about events or activities that are restricted to a par­
ticular society, important as it is, does not automatically move us 
closer to demonstrating the universal applicability of our fîndings. 
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Even in those circles where a quest for scientific laws is not 
embraced as a major objective of the scientific enterprise, the 
ability to generalize beyond the boundaries of our own societal con­
text is crucial to an overall comprehension of social life." 
Chapter 3 highlights three mainstream development theories and 
traces development approaches to the 1940s. The conceptual model re­
lates country conditions to development theories and perceptions of 
development solutions. This context-attitude consistency approach leads 
to the research model and to statement of the hypotheses. 
In Chapter 4, the study's research design, methods, the sample, 
questionnaire, and analysis strategy are examined in detail. Chapters 
5 and 6 report findings from the study. While Chapter 5 addresses 
results from contextual analysis, depicting which variables influence per­
ceptions of development, Chapter 6 presents results obtained from per­
ceptions of development problems, solutions and correlations between 
them. In Chapter 7, there is a general discussion. First, a sum­
mary of major conclusions is presented, stressing major lessons that 
have been learned from this study. Second, a study done by the 
Overseas Development Council is compared with this study. Implica­
tions and recommendations will focus on theoretical and policy issues. 
Directions for future research will also be discussed and a general 
conclusion will be made. 
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CHAPTER 2: THE THIRD WORLD: SIMILARITIES 
AND DIFFERENCES 
The central argument in this chapter is that conditions in the 
Third World are not uniform. Different regions have different levels 
of resource endowment, agricultural pattern and productivity, industrial 
activity, and international involvement. These differences are expected 
to be reflected in both Third World and U.S. experts as they 
respond to questions about develoment problems and possible solutions. 
Description of the Third World 
Analysts usually distinguish among three groups within the Third 
World. The first group is comprised of the poorest 42 countries 
designated by the United Nations as the least developed. The 
second group is comprised of 86 nonoil exporting developing nations, 
while the third group is the 13 petroleum-rich OPEC countries whose 
national incomes increased drastically during the 1970s. 
Since World War II, divisions among countries have also been 
based on political ideology. While the "First World" referred to the 
capitalist economies of western Europe, United States, Canada, and 
Australia, the "Second World" represented the centrally-planned 
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economies of the U.S.S.R. and eastern Europe. . The Third World 
was used to describe the nonaligned countries, found in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America. Other common characteristics used to describe 
the latter category of countries, listed by Barke, O'Hare, and Boyd 
(1984), include: underdeveloped, undeveloped, emerging, poor and 
less developed. In addition, many of these countries had been under 
European colonialism for many decades. 
The present study will classify Third World countries into the 
three geographic regions of Asia, Latin America, and Sub-Saharan 
Africa. Since World War II, these three regions have been the 
central focus of the international development community. They 
share the common historical experience of colonization, particularly by 
western Europe. This conunon heritage may influence the experts' 
perceptions of problems and solutions of development. Finally, the 
majority of these countries are situated in the equatorical belt and 
they share more or less similar climatic conditions. 
Common Conditions of Third World Countries 
Figure 1 demonstrates that while the less developed countries con­
tain most of the world's population, number of countries and surface 
area, their food production, education, health, and trade are very 
poor. This picture is elaborated further by Table 1 which shows 
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developed countries (MDCs). 
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When compared with the developed countries, almost all Third 
World countries are poor. They have limited markets, a shortage of 
skills, scarce physical resources, weak bargaining power, and little 
prospect for economic self-reliance. 
Other common problems include: widespread and chronic absolute 
poverty, high and rising levels of unemployment and underemploy­
ment, wide and growing disparities in income distribution, stagnating 
agricultural production levels, sizeable and growing imbalances between 
rural and urban levels of living, inappropriate education, and health 
systems, increasing dependency on foreign, and often inappropriate tech­
nologies, institutions, and value systems. Their shared goals include 
the following: reduction of poverty, inequality and unemployment; 
provision of minimum education, health care, housing, and food; 
broadening of social and economic opportunities; and the forging of 
cohesive nation-states (Todaro, 1981:24). 
Although Third World countries share common characteristics, there 
are also remarkable differences in their political history and socio­
economic well-being especially as depicted by their human and physi­
cal resource endowment, agricultural pattern and productivity, and in­
dustrial performance. Another difference between these countries lies 
in their extent of involvement in international affairs. 
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Table 1. General characteristics of LDCs and MDCs [Barke et al., 1984] 
Criteria "ïscr 
Development gap 
MDCs 
Economic condition 
1. Producdvity 
2. Income (GNP) 
3. Income inequality 
between regions and 
social classes 
4. Capital formation 
and savings 
5. Economic growth 
(absolute rate) 
6. Energy consumption 
7. Levels of technology 
8. Type of production 
9. Agricultural 
production 
10. Infrastructure: 
transport, housing, 
hospitals 
11. Market size 
12. Trading relations 
13. Balance of payments 
problems 
14. Technological 
dependence 
low 
low 
high 
low 
low 
low 
low 
(a) subsistence 
(b) primary (e.g., 
minerals, food) 
large 
poor 
small 
unfavorable 
(depending on 
primary products) 
severe 
high 
high 
high 
low 
high 
moderate 
high 
high 
commercial 
industrial 
small 
good 
large 
favorable 
moderate 
low 
12 
Table 1. (Continued) 
Development gap 
Criteria LDCs MDCs 
Social condition 
15. Human nutrition poor good 
16. Health levels low high 
17. Infant mortality high low 
18. Life expectancy poor good 
19. Literacy low high 
20. Technological skills low high 
21. Size of populations high moderate 
22. Rate of population 
growth high low 
Cultural and political condition 
23. Society peasant industrial 
24. Status of women low moderate 
25. Behavior traditional modem 
26. Ethnic/cultural 
variety high low 
27. Political stability low high 
28. Government authoritarian/ democratic 
military socialist 
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Political History 
Most African, Asian, and Latin American countries have been 
colonies of Western European countries, namely Britain, France, Bel­
gium, The Netherlands, Germany, Portugal, and Spain. As colonies, 
the countries' economic, educational, and social institutions have been 
modeled on those of their former rulers. Countries that have recent­
ly gained independence, mostly in Africa, often take keen interest in 
consolidating and evolving their own national economic and political 
structures rather than simply promoting rapid economic development. 
An example of such a strategy is the rapid Africanization of former 
colonial-held Civil Service jobs. In Latin America, on the other 
hand, where most countries have been independent for much longer, 
there has evolved a rather conservative society in which the tradi­
tional authoritarian-elitist institutions have tended to be accommodative 
and absorptive, bending to change, rather than being overwhelmed by 
it. The leaders in these countries are more likely to favor the 
status quo, instead of radical change. 
In addition, the longer history of political independence, plus a 
more common colonial heritage in Latin America (i.e., Spanish and 
Portuguese) has meant that in spite of geographical and demographic 
diversity, these countries possess relatively similar economic, social, 
and cultural institutions. This state of affairs is likely to make 
them face similar problems. In Asia, different colonial heritages and 
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the diverse cultural traditions of the indigenous peoples have com­
bined to create different institutional and social patterns in countries 
such as India (British), The Philippines (Spanish and American), Laos 
(French), and Indonesia (Dutch) (Todaro, 1981:25). 
Resource Endowment 
Human and physical resource endowments also make remarkable dif­
ferences among nations, thus influencing perceptions of people residing 
there. While physical resources include such endowments as land, 
minerals, and other raw materials, human resources are comprised of 
both numbers of people and their skill levels. Harbison stresses 
(1973:3) this point: 
"Human resources....constitute the ultimate basis for the wealth of na­
tions. Capital and natural resources are passive factors of produc­
tion; human beings are the active agents who accumulate capital, 
exploit natural resources, build social, economic, and political or­
ganizations, and carry forward national development. Clearly, a 
country which is unable to develop the skills and knowledge of its 
people and utilize them effectively in the national economy will be 
unable to develop anything else." 
Physical resource endowments differ enormously from the oil-rich 
Persian Gulf states on one extreme, to countries like Togo, Laos, 
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Haiti, and Bangladesh, where endowments of raw materials and 
minerals, as well as fertile land, are relatively minimal. 
Human resource endowments also differ among different countries. 
A good example is literacy level. Development experts from 
Cameroon and Nepal are expected to have different perceptions of 
development problems and solutions due to the low literacy levels of 
19 and 13 percent, respectively, compared with those high-literacy 
countries like The Philippines (83 percent). El Salvador (57 percent), 
and the United States (99 percent) (World Bank, 1986). 
Agriculture 
A couAtry's agricultural pattern of land ownership and productivity 
may play a big role in shaping development experts' perceptions. 
Most of the developing countries are agrarian in economic, social, 
and cultural outlook. Both subsistence and commercial agriculture 
form the principal occupations of the labor force and contribution to 
the gross national product. However, the structure of agrarian sys­
tems and patterns of land ownership in Latin America and Africa dif­
fer greatly, with Asian agrarian systems somewhat closer to those of 
Latin America. Nevertheless, substantial cultural differences modify 
the similarities between Latin America and Asia. Jacklein (1984), 
for example, argues that Mexican peasant Indians need land reform be-
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cause of an extremely unequal distribution of land. They also com­
plain of hunger. The following excerpt by Jacklein (1984:43) il­
lustrates the point: 
"All the peasants want an agrarian reform, so that it is the cows 
that are milked, not the tenant. The poor work harder, even than 
oxen; the rich do not work and live like kings. The priest from 
my village told me to wait But I cannot endure any more. I 
want an agrarian reform." 
In the case of India, Bandyopadhyay (1984) reports that there are 
problems with sharecropping. A peasant's payment of a fixed propor­
tion of his/her harvest to the landowner is rent for using the land. 
This system means that most costs and risks of agriculture are borne 
by the tenant. While the land-owner supplies land and receives at 
least half of the crop, the tenant provides seeds, animal power, 
plough and labor. Nonetheless, after 1947, even this mode of 
sharecropping remarkably diminished, for two reasons. First, land 
owners evicted many tenants in anticipation of land reform laws 
designed to provide security of tenure to tenants. Secondly, the 
Green Revolution introduced an emphasis on irrigation, new high-
yielding seeds, fertilizer, pesticides, and tractors. These reduced risks 
of agricultural production for large-scale farmers and increased its 
returns. 
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Industry 
A country's industrial activity may also play a big role in in­
fluencing perceptions. There is a great deal of variation in the rela­
tive importance of manufacturing among developing countries. In 
Latin American countries, with longer histories of political inde­
pendence and a higher level of national income than Asia and 
Africa, there are more advanced industrial sectors. There are excep­
tions to this rule, though. In countries like Taiwan, South Korea, 
Hong Kong, and Singapore, for example, there was commendable 
growth in their manufacturing outputs during the 1960s and '70s. 
These countries are rapidly becoming industrialized. 
In spite of common problems, therefore. Third World development 
strategies may vary from one country to the next, depending on the 
nature, structure, and degree of interdependence among its primary 
(agriculture, forestry, and fishing), secondary (mostly manufacturing), 
and tertiary (commerce, fînance, transport, and services) sectors. 
International Involvement 
Countries can be compared according to their degree of depend­
ence on foreign economic, social, and political forces. For most 
18 
Third World countries, this dependence is substantial, shown in terms 
of trade, importation of production technologies, and international aid. 
But even beyond the international transfer of goods and tech­
nologies is the international transmission of institutions (e.g., health 
and education), values, patterns of consumption, and attitudes toward 
life, work and self. A country's economic and social destiny will, 
therefore, depend to a great extent upon its degree of dependence on 
these and other external forces. 
Cardoso (1982) reveals some remarkable differences in the effect 
of capitalist penetration into Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Politi­
cally, these regions suffered from the same ills of colonization, espe­
cially wars, repression, and the subjugation of people who were 
previously marginal to international markets, culturally independent, and 
who had no links with the western world. Nonetheless, productive 
systems of Africa and Asia remained largely untouched in spite of 
commercial-capitalist expansion. In these areas, enclaves were created 
to produce goods for the colonizers, whereas the traditional subsis­
tence sectors prevailed, to a great extent. In Latin America, the pic­
ture is a bit different. Although these countries have been 
independent from the Spanish and Portuguese for a longer period of 
time, there is a high degree of U. S. influence. Latin American 
countries offer a clear case of dependent "development." Another dif­
ference lies in ownership of production capital. In countries such 
as Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Columbia, and Chile, the local bour-
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geoisie have maintained proprietorship of a significant share of the 
local export economy. Links of dependence are based more on trade 
and financial relations than directly on productive sectors. In other 
Latin American countries, the internal financial system is mainly 
dominated by internal bankers so that financial dependency is based 
on international loans contracted by the state or under state guaran­
tees (Cardoso, 1982:115). 
In summary, this chapter has highlighted similarities and differen­
ces among Third World countries. The differences are expected to in­
fluence perceptions of development experts. This general argument 
will be explicated in the next chapters. 
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CHAPTER 3: DEVELOPMENT THEORY AND 
CONTEXT CONSISTENCY 
The central argument in this chapter is that societal conditions 
shape the ideas that are expressed in theories of development, and in 
return, these very theories help to shape society. This is so because 
as theories influence experts' choices of development strategies, these 
same strategies, if implemented, affect or alter the general conditions 
in society. The same argument goes further to suggest that, even 
without the knowledge of particular theories, practitioners select develop­
ment strategies based on prevailing socioeconomic conditions. This con­
text consistency argument is illustrated by three prominent development 
theories which have influenced the choice of development strategies 
for the past three decades. 
The basic model, outlined in Figure 2, supposes that the country 
from which the experts come represents the context out of which per­
ceptions develop. The context affects both the development experts' af­
finity for selected theories of development and perceptions of the 
development process, even after controlling for competing variables 
such as personal characteristics and job-related experiences. In turn, 
one's choice of theory has an independent affect on perceptions of 
development, especially the choice of important variables and interpreta­
tion of events. 
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To develop these ideas more thoroughly, the chapter starts by sum­
marizing some of the important literature on perceptions, both in 
general and as applied to development. Then, three major theories 
of development — Keynesian, modernization, and dependency are 
reviewed. These theories are on the macro level, dealing with nation­
al development, sometimes in the context of world systems. They 
are relevant to this discussion because of the argument that both ad­
herence to a particular theory and perceptions of development solutions 
are conditioned by concrete experiences out of which the development 
experts come. Consequently, understanding the basic macro theories 
provides an organizing framework for matching the context with par­
ticular perceptions. 
Importance of Perceptions 
Perceptions are important in creating particular world views. Ac­
cording to Schemerhom et al. (1985), the process of forming percep­
tions is one through which people select, receive, organize, and 
interpret information from their environment. Jervis (1976) points out 
that perceptions affect expectations, which in turn create dispositions 
that lead actors to notice certain things and neglect others. Through 
perceptions, people transform information into decisions and actions. 
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Job-related 
characteristics 
County-level 
characteristics 
Personal 
characteristics 
Affinity of experts for 
particular theories 
Perceptions of 
development solutions 
Paths to be estimated in the study. 
Paths that cannot be estimated due to data limitations 
Figure 2, Conceptual model of factors influencing perceptions of 
development solutions 
They immediately, and often unconsciously, draw inferences from what 
is noticed and find it difficult to consider other alternatives; their per­
ceptions convince them that their judgments are rational. 
Because one's perceptions can be seen as a filter or screen 
through which information passes before having an effect on people, 
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the quality and accuracy of a person's perceptions have a major im­
pact on the quality of any decision made or actions taken. In this 
way, perceptions also play a key role in research. They color the 
way in which research questions are asked and empirical evidence is 
collected, selected, and used. Perceptions also affect the way solu­
tions are presented. 
Evidence of context-attitude consistency 
The idea of "unit-in-context" or "unit-in-environment" is not new. 
As far back as 1895, Emile Durkheim argued in "The Rules of 
Sociological Method," that context affects individual behavior. He 
noted that suicide rates not only vary considerably among different 
religions, but also that for a given religion, suicide rates were tnuch 
lower when its adherents were in a distinct minority in the society. 
Robert K. Merton (in Stinchcombe, 1975) added to the context-be­
havior idea a model that links institutional patterns to character 
development. He argued that institutions are a powerful force in 
character formation through the patterning of choices and the control 
of rewards, punishment, and information. 
Merton argued that many details about people's position in the so­
cial structure determine the exact nature of their alternatives. This 
patterning of socially-structured choice makes behavioral change in dif­
ferent situational circumstances difHcult. 
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Merton noted that patterns of choice have attached to them sys­
tems of rewards and punishments which affect the motivational poten­
tial that is attached to each alternative. People are expected to 
make choices that are accompanied by positive consequences. Other 
factors important in influencing choices are the degree of socialization 
into a culture, self-affirmation in a social role and structurally-induced 
needs. 
According Merton, social structures also influence individual choice 
through the control of information. Information is considered impor­
tant because sanctions depend on it and it also affects people's ideas 
about the choices they have. Therefore, social patterns maintain them­
selves not only because they shape people's situations, but also be­
cause the situations shape characters which fit them and contribute 
added stability to the system. 
Brown's (1981) approach to innovation diffusion also supports the 
view that contexts affect behavior. Like Merton, he argued that the 
adoption of innovation is affected by the flow of communication, the 
market system, messages about the innovation, and a network of so­
cial communications. Brown suggested that the opportunity to adopt 
an innovation is purposely unequal. Individual behavior does not repre 
sent free will so much as choices within a constraint set up by the 
government and private institutions. 
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Relevant studies 
Contextual analysis models represent an effort to explain individual 
level dependent variables using a combination of individual-level and 
group-level independent variables. Kendall and Lazarsfeld (1950), for 
example, saw no reason why unit data could not be used to charac­
terize individuals in the unit. They argued that a person who does 
not have malaria in a unit where the incidence of malaria is very 
low probably feels differently about his/her state of health than does 
the one who has no malaria but serves in a unit with a high in­
cidence. 
Several studies have demonstrated the effect of the context on in­
dividual behavior. Blau (1960) sought to find out whether or not 
the attitude of the group exercises an influence on behavior, inde­
pendent of the individual behavior that constitute it. His conclusion 
was that among equally positive and negative caseworkers, those in 
positive groups had a greater "casework service" orientation than those 
in the other group. Implied in this observation is the idea that the 
structural variable has an impact that is separate from the individual 
one, even when based upon responses to the same questions. 
Ogbum and Groves (1928) showed that marriage rates for men 
and women vary in opposite directions with the sex ratios of com­
munities in which they live. Further, a study of the American sol­
dier by Stouffer (1949) demonstrated differences in attitudes among 
soldiers toward the military promotion system. While promoted sol­
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diers were less critical of the system than the nonpromoted, criticism 
was greater among both promoted and nonpromoted in the units with 
high rates of promotion. 
There are yet other studies that have detected contextual effects on 
individual behavior. Berelson, Lazarsfeld, and McPhee (1954) showed 
that among friendship groups, the percentage voting Republican increases 
with the proportion in the group whose party affiliation is Republican. 
Finally, Lipset, Trow, and Coleman (1956) reported that in shops where 
there is consensus on politics, political interest is higher (regardless of 
political preference) than in those with a division on political allegiance. 
Perceptions and development work 
Evidence from major development journals indicates that the role 
of perceptions in influencing policy options has been ignored. Such 
journals include the following: Development and Change; Journal of 
Development Studies; The Third World Review; Third World Affairs; 
Third World Quarterly; and World Development Report. Further, the 
idea of explaining development in terms of the context has not been 
emphasized. 
The closest study in attempting to examine perceptions in light of 
development was carried out by the Overseas Development Council 
(Contee, 1987). Even then, this study only interviewed the U.S. 
general public and key political officials. Experts from the Third 
World were not included, thus limiting comparisons. No attempt was 
made to explain differences between the respondents, if any, existed. 
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The need to study development in terms of the context has been 
emphasized by Hirabayashi et al. (1976). They pointed out that 
while the rhetoric among developers is to And out what the local 
people are thinking and to discover their felt needs, the reality is 
that developers decide what needs to be done. The same authors 
stress the need for knowing the contextual setting in order to work 
toward problem-solving formulation. Jervis (1976) also pointed out 
that an understanding of the perceptions can help account for patterns 
of interactions and improve the general public's understanding of 
international relations. Perceptions of development experts can also 
aid in arriving at a definition of the term "development". Thus, the 
choice of development definition, either as an absolute or relative con­
cept, may result in different methods of measurement and values of in­
dices that represent it. Depending on the definition chosen, some 
groups in society may be found at very low or very high levels of 
development. Such an observation will, therefore, influence policy 
choices. 
Another reason why perceptions of experts dealing with develop­
ment work are important lies in differences inherent in particular 
professions. As Todaro (1981) points out, unlike physical sciences, so­
cial sciences can neither claim scientific laws nor universal truths. 
There can only be tendencies which are also subject to variations in 
different countries and cultures and at different times. Investigations 
and analyses cannot easily be lifted out of their institutional, social, 
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and political context, especially when one must deal with the human 
dilemma of hunger, poverty, and ill health, prevailing in Third World 
nations. 
Paul (1955) also stressed the need to understand people's percep­
tions, particularly in relation to health programs. He suggested that 
before asking a group of people to assume new health habits, it is 
wise to ascertain existing habits, how they are linked to one another, 
what functions they perform and what they mean to those who prac­
tice them. As an example, he cited the coastal zones of Peru, 
where technically successful DDT campaigns resulted in public charges 
of incompetence and failure. 
Cochrane (1979), referring specifically to cultural resources, argued 
that every development project must suit the prevailing social 
landscape. By taking an inventory of cultural resources, he argued, 
confidence in development assistance effort is ascertained. In Liberia, 
for example, attempts to import U. S. style cooperatives failed due to 
an existence of an adequate indigenous organization that was con­
sidered able to perform functions associated with cooperatives in in­
dustrialized countries. 
Selected case studies linking perceptions to develonment strategies 
Outstanding examples of how individual values and perceptions, 
shaped by societal conditions can affect the choice of development 
options are Ghandi (1966) in India and Mao (ig McFarlane, 1973) in 
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China. 
India of the early 1920s was characterized by large cities, large-
scale industry with modem machinery, rural unemployment, village 
neglect and a powerful, highly centralized modem government 
machinery. These conditions influenced Ghandi's rejection of the idea 
that development should aim primarily at creating material wealth. 
He stressed the need for appropriate technology and participatory 
development planning. Other solutions that he suggested were the fol­
lowing: development of villages, employment generation through im­
proved workmanship of village craftsmen; and supervised industrial 
production. In order to lessen the government's strong hand, he 
proposed that villages be run on principles of democratic participation. 
A village council would be instituted and through voluntary effort, 
public health and education would be enhanced. He also tried to per­
suade rich landlords to voluntarily give excess land to the landless. 
Mao Tse-tung's Chinese development model also arose out of 
prevailing conditions in pre-revolutionary China and influenced the way 
development was perceived. Before the 1950s, China was charac­
terized by dualism, whereby a rich, landed class existed alongside a 
poor and landless one. There were large cities, irrelevant education, 
non-existent health services and a stagnant economy. Within a genera­
tion, hunger had been abolished, and a process of widespread and 
balanced industrialization got underway. Mao's perception of the 
development process was not based on developing industry by force. 
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like the Soviet style, but on raising agricultural productivity to 
provide a surplus that could sustain industrial development. The prin­
ciple method to obtain this was through harnessing the Third World's 
most plentiful resource: human energy (Harrison, 1983:20). 
Development Theory and Approaches to Development 
Over the past several decades, scholars have advanced several 
theories of development. These theories have proposed different 
problems and suggested different solutions to them. Following the con­
text consistency idea that is expressed in this study, theories are as­
sumed to be organizing devices for people doing development work, 
because they aid in making sense out of certain definitions. They 
could be looked at in terms of paradigms, which Kuhn (1962), 
defines as universally recognized scientific achievements that for a 
time provide model problems and solutions to a community of prac­
titioners. They are selective of reality, with variable conceptions of 
it. 
It is of crucial importance to link theory with research. On the 
practical side, if researchers are to arrive at meaningful conclusions, 
hypotheses must be tested in order to affirm or falsify certain 
theories and, in the process, construct new ones. The present study 
assumes that the context influences people's perceptions. Implied is 
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the idea that development experts' views will be influenced by theoreti­
cal orientations that they were offered during their training. In addi­
tion, practitioners who did not necessarily get training in various 
theories will also be influenced by predominant theoretical debates in 
their countries. This study will attempt to uncover which theory or 
combination of theories appear to be guiding development thought in 
the 1980s. 
Antecedents of Modem Development Theory 
It is important to recognize the origin of modem development 
theory in order to better understand many of the prevailing concepts 
in the development arena. Classical and neo-classical economics laid 
much of the ground work for modem development theory. Ideas 
from outstanding theoreticians of this era will be discussed. 
Adam Smith (1776/1961) is usually referred to as the founder of 
classical economics. He dealt with the economy as a whole, emphasiz­
ing growth and development. Machinery and the division of labor 
would increase production of wealth. He also suggested that capital 
accumulates more rapidly than population increases and competition 
among capitalists tends to lower prices. 
David Ricardo (In Straffa and Dobb, 1951) also addressed the 
same issues as Adam Smith. Nonetheless, the two had remarkable dif­
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ferences in their thinking. Ricardo changed the emphasis of economic 
analysis from production to distribution and his concern was with rela­
tive, not absolute values. His interest was in trying to discover the 
basis for ratios of exchange between commodities. He suggested that 
commodities derive their exchangeable value from their scarcity and 
the labor quantity required to obtain them. He agreed with Smith 
that riches represent the necessities, conveniences, and amusements of 
human life. However, he introduced the idea of value. Unlike 
riches that depend on abundance, value depends on the relative difficul­
ty of production. 
Malthus (1836/1968), in contrast to Smith and Ricardo, dealt main­
ly with population issues. He foresaw great misery and starvation if 
people did not check their reproductive capabilities. Population, if un­
checked, increases geometrically while agricultural production increases 
arithmetically. He argued that full employment can be maintained 
only through the consumption of goods by landlords and the re-invest-
ment of surplus capital. To Malthus, like many economists that 
preceeded and followed him, private property was sacred, the redistribu­
tion of wealth was not encouraged, and inflation was undesirable be­
cause it hurts those on fixed income. 
Karl Marx (1845/1964) was a classical economist in his emphasis 
on the production process. He departed from classical economic 
theory by arguing that different classes contribute differently to the 
production process. The resulting conflict between the owners of the 
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means of production and the workers whom they exploit formed the 
bases for societal change. According to Marx, development occurs 
only after the oppressed classes, through a revolution, are accorded 
their due share of the economic rewards. 
Mill (1885/1921), considered the greatest classical economist, intro­
duced the law of international values. This law states that terms of 
international exchange depend on the strength and elasticity of demand 
for each product in each country. He argued that destruction by 
war reduced private and public profit, while improvements in educa­
tion and justice reduced risks of investment. Mill believed in the 
goodness of free enterprise, the perfectability of humanity, and in 
progress through moral and intellectual development. He argued that 
governments do need to provide services for the general interest of 
all people. 
Neo-classical economics 
Neo-classical economics formed the transition from classical 
economic thinking to modem development theory. Outstanding con­
tributors to this thinking were Harrod (1948) and Domar (1957). In 
their growth model, they suggested that nations need to save a por­
tion of their income in order to replace worn-out or impaired capital 
goods. They also need new investments for growth. 
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Modem Development Theories 
This study will focus on the development theories that arose out 
of Keynesian Economics, Modernization and Dependency. These are 
not the only possible theories. In recent years, Islamic fundamen­
talism, Indian caste associations, African tribalism, Japan's political 
solidarity and Poland's adaptation of Marxism to Catholic institutions 
are just some of the modem trends of thought that promise to bring 
greater diversity to development thought (Wiarda, 1980). 
The three development theories that will be used in this study 
have been selected because they have had varying credibility among 
development experts and have emphasized different problems and solu­
tions. The different emphases expressed in these theories are ex­
pected to be reflected in the experts' perceptions. Another reason 
for selecting these three particular theories is because they cir­
cumscribe most of the literature on development. Although they may 
overlap to some extent, they will be discussed separately because each 
has a different set of assumptions, concepts, and metaphors that make 
it difficult to fit them together into one grand theory. 
With the exception of dependency, these theories were formulated 
out of the western world experience. Dependency, which was 
developed in Latin America, can still be applied to Africa and Asia 
because of its emphasis on relations, both between and within countries. 
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Keynesian Economics 
John Maynard Keynes was a British statesmen and economist 
whose most productive years spanned the period preceding World War 
I, continuing until his death in 1946. After World War I, he 
served as a member of the negotiating team that wrote the peace 
treaty with Germany. His scathing attack on the retributions required 
of Germany were documented in his "Economic Consequences of 
Peace" (1920). After World War II, just before his death, he was in­
strumental in arranging the Marshall loans to Britain. Between the 
wars, he witnessed his country caught in the grips of the Great 
Depression and world-wide economic stagnation. The British empire 
had reached as far as it could, with little room for further expan­
sion. Production was beginning to outrun consumption, and as in­
come and savings rose, there were no new inventions like the steam 
engine, the railroad, electricity, or the automobile to stimulate new 
and vast capital investments. The decline in price competition 
reduced the rate of capital investment, and the economy was dragged 
down. Against this background, Keynes wrote his most important 
treatise, "The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money" 
(1936), which revolutionized the way policy makers thought about the 
relationship between business and government. 
As the title suggests, Keynes was concerned with the relationship 
between national income and the level of employment. The deter-
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minants of income and employment are consumption and investment 
spending. Consumption depends on previous levels of disposable in­
come and the propensity of consumers to spend that income. Invest­
ment spending, in turn, is determined by the rate of interest and the 
marginal efficiency of capital, which is the expected rate of return 
over cost of new investments. Relatively low levels of consumption 
will dampen the expected return from investment, thus discouraging 
new capital investments. Low rates of interest would make the mar­
ginal rate of return more attractive. Interest rates, however, depend 
on the supply of money available and the liquidity preference of in­
dividuals and investors. Liquidity preference refers to the propensity 
for investors to hold their savings in money rather than invest in 
new capital. One of Keynes' most notable contributions was to out­
line the conditions in which investors will prefer to hold their 
savings as money even though interest rates are low and should 
make investment attractive to capitalists. His second contribution was 
to provide a policy solution to this problem of the "liquidity trap". 
Keynes' solution was a radical departure from the classical 
economists' advocation of government laissez-faire behavior toward busi­
ness. His argument was that governments had to step into depres­
sions and conditions of economic stagnation rather than let the market 
take care of itself. Governments should, he argued, launch vigorous 
Hscal policies in which their spending would supplement spending in 
the private sector. Governments should also redistribute wealth so 
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that more money would be available to those with the highest propen­
sity to consume. 
Keynes' theory had several lasting consequences for the policies of 
the developed world. First, he drew attention to the importance of 
stimulating full employment. The Kennedy-Johnson tax cut of 1964, 
for example, was a direct attempt by the U.S. Government to use 
government taxation and expenditure powers to affect prices, employ­
ment and income. Second, due to the attention placed on income 
and investments, this theory was responsible for encouraging the 
elaborate systems of national income accounting that have now been 
developed. 
Development experts working in Third World countries during the 
1950s and 1960s were also highly influenced by Keynes' theory. 
The early model of development emphasized efforts to increase physi­
cal capital, raise production and income, and stimulate employment 
(Meier and Lekachman, 1957). 
Following the context-consistency argument, development experts work­
ing under conditions more closely described by Keynes' theory are ex­
pected to make a strong case for solutions that are consistent with 
his prescriptions. In this study, countries with low rates of increase 
in per capita GNP can be described as stagnating, laboring under con­
ditions that may in many ways parallel conditions in the industrialized 
world in the 1930s. In addition, development experts with Keynesian 
emphases placed much importance on population control (Coale and 
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Hoover, 1958; Hammer, 1986). Rapidly growing populations meant 
that there was continued pressure on the economic system to provide 
more jobs in order to maintain employment at acceptable levels. 
Keynes (1936) pointed out that the population pressure may even lead 
to war and a competitive struggle for markets. He went on to sug­
gest that if nations could learn to attain equilibrium in their popula­
tion trends and full employment, there need not be important forces 
to set the interest of one country against that of its neighbors. 
The solutions recommended by many of the Keynesian development 
experts included, most obviously, employment generation and agriculture 
and rural development. Less obviously, they also emphasized the im­
portance of satisfying basic needs, food and cash crop production, and 
foreign currency accumulation so that western technologies can be pur­
chased and used (Lewis, 1972). These solutions can be captured 
under the general heading of socioeconomic solutions. The Keynesian 
perspective thus provides two working hypotheses: 
HI: The lower the GNP growth rate in a country, the more strong­
ly experts from that county will emphasize the need for 
socioeconomic solutions. 
H2: The higher the population growth rate in a county, the more 
strongly experts from that country will emphasize the need for 
socioeconomic solutions. 
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In the next several pages, these socioeconomic solutions will be 
elaborated under three subheadings: agricultural and rural development, 
employment generation, and basic needs satisfaction. 
Agriçvilmral and rural dcvclopmcnt 
In the present study, rural denotes that fraction of the population 
which is either directly or indirectly dependent for its livelihood on 
primary production in agriculture, cattle-raising, tree-cropping, lumbering, 
fishing or small-scale mining (Friedman, 1983). In addition to the 
defînition, it is necessary to know what precisely constitutes rural 
development. In many cases, the process has been viewed as agricul­
tural production. Nonetheless, recent literature has begun to stress the 
integrated approach to developing rural areas (Miracle, 1968). By 
this is meant that if living standards of rural masses are to be 
uplifted, then attention should be paid to agricultural and nonagricul-
tural production plus rural services provision. 
Agriculture has two components: cash crop and food crop produc­
tion. While the former produces solely for sale either in the local 
or international markets, the latter focuses mainly on producing enough 
food for the people to consume (FAO, 1984). Charlton (1984:59) 
reveals the grim picture of food shortage by quoting the 1980 report 
of the U.S. presidential Commission on World Hunger. The report 
states that more than three quarters of the world's inadequately-
nourished people live on the Indian subcontinents, in Southeast Asia, 
and in Sub-Saharan Africa. There are also many such people living 
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in the Middle East, Latin America, pockets of the United States, and 
other rich countries, as well. Children under five make up over half 
of the world's malnourished population, and significantly more women 
are affected than men. Therefore, the need for more food production 
cannot be over-emphasized. 
The nonagricultural component of rural development is comprised 
of other income-generating activities, aimed at enhancing self-reliance 
and uplifting living standards. These may include handicrafts and 
small-scale industries which are usually labor intensive, requiring only 
simple technology and small scale investment. Products from such in­
dustries could be for both home consumption and export. Agro-in-
dustries that process food items are also very crucial in rural 
development. Examples include maize, sorghum, millet grinding, and 
packaging industries. Dairy-product processing and meat packing are 
also very vital activities. 
Rural development programs need support from other services, 
which could be provided through voluntary, government, or private ef­
fort. Included in these are: education (both formal and informal), 
health, nutrition, family planning and rural infrastructure which, among 
many, is comprised of roads, bridges, storage facilities, and adequate 
drinking water systems. Other policies to support rural development in­
clude: credit to poor farmers, effective extension services, adequate 
mass media, subsidized inputs, like fertilizers, and high-yielding seeds. 
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Finally, in many developing countries, especially in Asia, Latin 
America, and parts of Africa, there is urgent need for land reform. 
Possible approaches to such a policy could include the following: 
recording land rights, consolidation of holdings, regulations of tenancy 
and rents, and imposition of ceilings on land holdings, and allocating 
land to tillers. 
Emplgymffnt ggncration 
Many developing countries are facing problems of unemployment. 
Large numbers of people have left rural areas in search of industrial 
jobs in urban areas (Todaro, 1981). In most cases, the immigrants 
have low skills and are semi-literate. There are not enough jobs to 
go around and the resulting effect has been stagnating agricultural 
productivity and growing urban unemployment and underemployment. 
Unemployment and underemployment prey on the economy. A bur­
den is created for the taxpayer who has to support the jobless. 
Jobs need to be created in every area of the economy. Private inves­
tors, both local and foreign, should be encouraged. 
Basic needs satisfaction 
The concept of basic needs is popular in the development jargon. 
Simply stated, basic needs are minimum requirements for life. Those 
usually obtained through private consumption include adequate food, 
shelter, clothing, household implements, and furniture. There are yet 
other services that are usually provided to the community at large, 
either through private or government effort. They include safe drink­
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ing water, sanitation facilities, public transportation, plus health and 
education facilities. 
Modernization Theory 
The modernization approach to development gained momentum in 
the late 1950s and early 1960s. Social problems that were prevalent 
in Western Europe and in the United States during this time included 
racial tensions, student unrest, and drug abuse. In the United States 
especially, civil rights and women's rights movements stirred many 
minds. Theoreticians began to realize that problems of development 
were more political than economic in nature. 
Political and social problems also characterized developing countries 
during this period. Many African and Asian countries had just ob­
tained independence and were preoccupied with forging strong nation-
states. Due to the departure of foreign experts, many governments 
were left almost paralyzed and it became evident that strong programs 
in education needed to be launched. Of equal importance was the 
shift from defining social change in terms of growth to overall 
development. This more encompassing approach paid attention to both 
increasing production and rising levels of living for all people. The 
"lifeboat philosophy," which emphasized the interdependence of nations 
and a need to preserve world resources, surfaced. This called for 
more cooperation between nations and a re-examination of the interna­
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tional economic order. 
Against this background, it is little wonder that theoreticians' con­
cerns about development changed from pure economics to the process 
of structural change. Long-term considerations ignored by Keynes 
were stressed and so were factors deemed necessary for development. 
While Walt Rostow (1960) addressed the evolutionary nature of develop­
ment, Talcott Parsons (1937) dealt with structural issues that affected 
personalities. Max Weber (1958), Everett Hagen (1962), and David 
McClelland (1961) on the other hand, addressed psychological factors 
and how they are linked to development. The three approaches are 
discussed below under the following sub-headings: modernization-
economic perspective, modemization-social-structural perspective, and mod-
emization-social-psychological perspective. 
Modernization-economic perspective 
Walt Rostow (1960) was of the opinion that long-term considera­
tions needed to be addressed by economic theory. According to him, 
societies passed through Ave stages in order to reach self-sustaining 
economic growth: 
1. The traditional society stage was characterized by low technologi­
cal knowledge, which limited per capita production. 
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2. During the pre-taike-off stage, economic prerequisites for "take­
off were created and characteristics of traditional society were 
removed. Signs of progress in this stage included increased agricul­
tural productivity, and the creation of a more effective infrastruc­
ture. A new mentality was developed, resulting in the creation of 
a new class of entrepreneurs. 
3. The take-off stage was of crucial importance for further develop­
ment. During this period of a few decades, the last obstacle to 
economic development was removed. The sign of this stage was 
the share of new investments and savings in national income which 
would rise from S percent to 10 percent or more, resulting in heavy 
industrial activity. Some sectors were expected to lead in in­
dustrialization and later disseminate modem technology to other 
areas. 
4. The stage of maturity came about because the economic struc­
ture continued to change. While some industries stagnated, new 
ones were created. 
5. Finally, in mass consumption society, the ultimate goal was 
reached. Citizens could satisfy more than their basic needs and con­
sumption shifted towards durable goods and services. 
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Although Rostov differed from earlier theorists by his broader ap­
proach, he, like them, stressed the process of capital formation as the 
key to development. Another similarity was their view of foreign 
trade, which they considered to be an effective engine of growth. 
They felt that because different countries had different relative supplies 
of production factors, this determined what commodity gave them a 
comparative cost advantage. A country should specialize in and ex­
port those commodities the production of which used resources in 
good supply. Further, free trade would raise the participating 
countries' level of welfare, through a more equitable distribution of in­
ternational wealth. Material factors, like machinery, would become 
available to poorer countries and they could receive technical and ad­
ministrative know-how. 
Modernization-social-structural perspective 
From sociology, Durkheim's ideas on the division of labor and 
structural differentiation formed the springboard of modernization theory. 
The modem theorist of greatest renown, Talcott Parsons (1937), argued 
that while traditional societies were characterized by particularism, ascrip­
tion, and diffuseness, modem ones would be based on universalism, 
achievement, and specificity. In essence, modernization was very 
much the same as westernization. 
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Parsons paid attention to structural conditions that speed up the 
development process. He cited institutions like the family, govern­
ment, economy, religion and education as key in influencing societal 
stability and continuity of the larger social whole. Social order is 
maintained through the processes of institutionalization, adaptation and 
integration. 
Other theoreticians expanded on Parson's ideas. Merton (1968), 
for example, implied that a developed society is an integrated system 
of mutually interrelated and functionally interdependent parts. Morgan 
(1975) suggested that development is not only a process of creating 
more output, but of distributing it more evenly. 
Lemer (1967) stressed the idea of communication, suggesting that 
in development, modernity is an interactional behavioral system. Com­
munication is the principle means of socialization, which is the 
primary means of social change. For ideas to be sustained, they 
must be aggregated and transformed into institutions. 
Zollschan (1976) discussed the ideas of social action and change. 
Unlike Parsons, he suggested that the unit act is not lifeless and 
inert, but voluntarist. He drew attention from viewing a social sys­
tem as stable, on-going phenomena, changing slowing to activities of 
people and the dynamics which they stimulate in their day-to-day inter­
actions. 
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Modernization- the social-nsvchological perspective 
The social-psychological ideas on modernization suggested that in a 
system, it is people who change. The assumption was that societies 
develop as a result of the workings of certain psychological factors. 
If such factors are present, change will take place and if they are ab­
sent, the opposite will be true. Analysis depended on unique per­
sonality attributes that drive people to act, push forward, invent, 
build, or expand. Outstanding ideas of social-psychology in modern­
ization theory can be traced to Max Weber (1958), Everett Hagen 
(1962), and David McClelland (1961). 
Max Weber, after his study of the "Protestant Ethic and the Spirit 
of Capitalism", came to a general conclusion that the development of 
modem, industrial capitalism was possible because of specific psychologi­
cal states occurring after the 16th century in western Europe. These 
states were promoted by the spread of the protestant ethic and the 
spirit of capitalism where people were preoccupied with the idea of 
making money and the acquisition of goods. The essence of 
Weber's view was that people were under such constant pressure to ra­
tionalize their activities and organize their lives that credibility, 
punctuality, honesty, inventiveness, and adaptability to new situations be­
come integral parts of their behavior. People with this spirit had lit­
tle regard for traditions that would hinder them from climbing to 
greater wealth. The acquisition and spending of money were strictly 
rational, calculated, and directed toward the goal of progressive, op­
timal accumulation. This ethic stresses that work was not a punish­
ment for sin, but worshipful activity through which man glorified 
48 
God. The slogan was that rationality and calculation were means to 
salvation in the next world and success in the present one. 
Everett Hagen (1962) gave a detailed list of traits characteristic of 
both traditional and modem societies. The former are comprised of 
Axed status levels, authoritarian relationships, uncreativity, and noninnova-
tive behavior. The world is visualized as an arbitrary place, rather 
than one that can be analyzed and controlled. Such a type of 
society has a great degree of stability in its institutions. No social 
change may be possible for centuries, since the interrelationships be­
tween personality and social structure are so interwoven that a change 
in social structure needs a change in personalities. Modem society, al­
ternatively, is characterized by creativity, curiosity, and openness to ex­
perience. There is a belief that the world can be explained and 
understood. 
Inkeles and Smith (1974) reiterated that a modem person is an in­
formed participant citizen, with a sense of personal efficacy, inde­
pendence and autonomy. Such an individual is open to new 
experiences, ideas and is cognitively flexible. They added that a 
modem person identifies with newer and larger entities of region and 
state, taking interest in public affairs, both national and intemational. 
As far as a sense of efficacy is concerned, a modem person 
believes that either alone or with others, they can take actions affect­
ing their lives and that of the community at large. This type of in­
dividual rejects passivity, resignation and fatalism. Finally, this type 
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of person is open to new technology and scientific exploration, is 
ready to meet strangers and allows women to take advantage of oppor­
tunities outside the confines of the household (Inkeles and Smith, 
1974: 290-291). 
In his theory of achievement motivation, McClelland (1961) argued 
that a society, with a generally high level of achievement motivation 
will develop more rapidly. Like Weber, McClelland reiterated that it 
was not greed for riches but action based on calculation, foresight, 
and caution that led to economic development. Progress is not 
brought about by a desire to accumulate proHt per se, but by a 
strong desire for doing a good job. Suggested characteristics of 
modernity include a preference for tasks with moderate difficulties, 
moderately calculated risk, energetic and innovative activity, in­
dividualism, a high degree of responsibility, prospective planning of in­
dividual actions, and entrepreneurial activity. McClelland added that 
achievement motivation can be learned. Even adults who were edu­
cated in a traditional setting can acquire a strong desire for moder­
nity and achieve economic undertakings if they are properly induced 
in that direction by external agencies. The key to change is their at­
titude. 
Modernization and context consistency 
During the '60s decade, approaches to development closely 
resembled those expressed in modernization theory. Prior to this 
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time, the major beneHciaries of development were the middle and 
upper-income groups. With modernization and its attention to the 
"human factor", attention was given to education, health, nutrition, and 
safe water. Economic growth and improving the situation of the 
poor were regarded as not mutually exclusive goals, but interdepen­
dent. Long-term economic growth would be dependent upon increas­
ing productive capacities of the poor. At the same time, the ability 
of the poor to achieve a sustainable increase in income necessary to 
meet their basic needs would depend upon the economy's ability to 
grow and generate additional employment opportunities. Further em­
phasis was put on the role of women in development (Buchanan and 
Ellis, 1955; Bauer and Yamey, 1957). 
In contrast to the Keynesians who emphasized the relationship of 
income and employment to development, modernization theorists argued 
that education and good nutrition were the twin cornerstones on 
which development must be based (Nyerere, 1968). Education was 
seen as necessary to equip the poor with basic literary and numerical 
skills, and with technical skills that are indispensable for effective 
labor force participation. Poor nutrition and health care, as most 
directly reflected in high infant mortality rates, shows that society is 
not providing the basic necessities to the very poor. Low education­
al attainment and high infant mortality, taken together, indicate that 
basic information about nutrition and sanitation are not reaching major 
segments of the population. 
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Modernization theorists argue that development in nations with low 
levels of education and high infant mortality is not going to be 
achieved simply through industrialization. Instead, the presence of low 
educational attainment and high infant mortality suggest the need for 
vigorous sociopolitical activity. Sociopolitical activity is defîned as a 
process which aims to change the political and economic institutions 
in order to facilitate democracy and greater freedom of choice. 
Within the context-consistency argument, Third World development 
experts from countries with relatively high levels of infant mortality 
and low levels of primary school enrollment are expected to place spe­
cial emphasis on sociopolitical activity as a means to development. 
This argument is reflected in the following two hypotheses: 
H3: The higher the infant mortality rate in a country, the greater 
the extent to which development experts from that country will per­
ceive the need for sociopolitical activity. 
H4: The lower the levels of primary school enrollment, the greater 
the extent to which development experts from that country will per­
ceive the need for sociopolitical activity. 
The process of sociopolitical activity is captured in this study by 
three indicators: political participation, women's labor force participa­
tion, and a restructuring of the international economic order. Each 
will now be considered in turn: 
52 
Pglitigal participation 
Political participation is defîned as an approach to development 
that involves the clients' decision making about major processes affect­
ing their lives. This participation can be on the local, national, or 
even international levels. Major functions of a participatory approach 
to development include the following: providing a forum for the ex­
change of ideas; arriving at a consensus about divergent policy op­
tions; clarifying goals; and gaining support for particular projects and 
programs. It is also a way of identifying problems and solutions 
from the viewpoints of those affected most. An outstanding modern­
ization theorist who has emphasized the role of political participation 
in development is Ghandi (1966). 
Women's labor force narticination 
A woman's traditional role in the private sphere as mother and 
homemaker are being revolutionized. Women are now entering paid 
labor force outside the home in great numbers. Their statuses in the 
community are being enhanced and so is their influence in society. 
The changing situation of women is well summarized by Charlton 
(1984:1-2): 
"The world is being revolutionized by women. Feminist movements 
in industrialized states, the 1975 international women's year, and 
sporadic headline events all mark this revolution. But, it is also 
marked by nutritional changes for a woman and her child, and by a 
1 
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woman's decision to seek paid employment in a town or city. The 
headline events contribute to the debate about women and develop­
ment, for they serve as a constant reminder that women care about 
themselves, each other, their families, and their communities, and 
that they are both demanding and receiving more control over their 
own lives. However, the reality of the revolution must be sought 
also at the local level." 
The women's condition has drawn a lot of attention for several 
reasons. First, there is a growing awareness that development is a 
complex process and to understand it, a major group of the human 
race cannot be ignored (Charlton, 1984; Bay, 1982; Marini, 1971). 
Second, development literature, especially by sociologists, has revealed 
that industrialization alters the division of labor in the home, and 
therefore, roles of women cannot remain static. Third, many women 
have been found to be property controllers and to head households. 
Fourth, the influx of women to the labor force is a fact than cannot 
be ignored and many have been found to be good at handling both 
roles in the home and the workplace. Finally, there are many 
women in politics and many of the laws that discriminated against 
women have been changed (Sivard, 1985). In many countries, women 
can vote, own property, and are granted paid maternity leave when 
they leave the labor force to have babies. 
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Restructuring the international economic order 
During the 1970s, the Third World nations mounted a challenge 
on the international economic order. Dissatisfaction with the order 
had earlier own been expressed by Prebisch (1950) in his writings, 
but the actual confrontation did not occur until about two decades 
later. 
Dissatisfaction was expressed over several areas, which include the 
following: imbalance in the international monetary reserves; poor dis­
tribution of the value added to the products traded between rich and 
poor nations; tariff and nontariff measures, accompanied by restrictive 
inmiigration practices; leases, contracts and concessions obtained by mul 
tinational corporations that are harmful to host countries' development; 
and critical decisions of the world economy which rarely solicit ad­
vice from developing countries. 
Solutions to the listed problems have been grouped under the fol­
lowing: aid and assistance; international trade; industrialization and 
technology; and social issues (Laszlo, 1978). 
Under the general topic of aid and assistance, the Third World 
proposals include the following; economically advanced countries need 
to increase aid to .7% of the GNP; technical assistance should be 
provided in order to prevent brain drain; renegotiate debts for the 
developing countries; special measures should be instituted to assist 
landlocked, least developed and island developing countries; and funds 
from disarmament need to be used for development. 
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As far as international trade is concerned, the following were 
proposed: improve access to world markets through favorable terms 
of trade; institute an integrated approach to commodities through buff­
er stocks, producer associations and indexation; develop an international 
food program; diversiHcation policies to allow expansion of the poor 
countries' export potential should be instituted; access to markets of 
USSR and the Eastern bloc countries should be on a nonreciprocal, 
nondiscriminatory basis; reform the international monetary fund; allow 
poor countries to participate in the international monetary fund's 
decision making process; and make additional capital available to the 
poor countries. 
Suggested solutions to issues connected with industry include: 
negotiate a redeployment of the industrial productive capacity to 
developing countries; establish mechanisms for technology transfer; super­
vise multinational corporations' activities and eliminate those that are 
restrictive to business; improve competitiveness for natural resources; 
and provide equitable access to resources of the seabed and the 
ocean floor. The following were suggested in the social area: 
achieve a more equitable distribution of income; increase employment 
levels through labor-intensive technology, and favorable fiscal, monetary 
and trade policies; provide health, educational and cultural standards 
that assure the well-being of children; integrate women in develop­
ment; assure economic sovereignty of states; compensate for adverse ef­
fects on the resources of states due to foreign occupation, colonial 
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domination and apartheid: establish a system of consultations to 
promote industrial development; and restructure the economic and social 
sections of the United Nations. 
Dependency 
There is still a great deal of confusion about what the depend­
ency school actually represents and what it really says about the con­
crete effects of dependency and the relative importance of external 
and internal factors. Despite these shortcomings, it offers an alterna­
tive to the traditional theories of development. A typical dependency 
perspective stresses holism, external factors, sociopolitical analysis, 
regional contradictions, polarization of developed and underdeveloped 
societies, and the important role that subjective, historical factors play 
in the process of societal change. 
Dependency theory, which become popular during the late 1950s 
and early 1960s with the Latin American debate on underdevelopment, 
differs from modernization theory by suggesting that relations with 
developed capitalist countries hinder rather than facilitate development 
in Third World nations. Rather than encouraging trade with Western 
societies, dependency theory advocates a break with imperialist ties so 
that national resources can be preserved and channelled into 
autonomous national development. 
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Some of the early ideas about dependency can be traced back to 
Prebisch (1950), who argued that free trade did not benefit all par­
ticipating countries equally. Using the terms "center" and 
"peripherary" to distinguish developed capitalists from developing Third 
World nations, Prebisch suggested that trade benefits only the industrial­
ized world. Since the Third World countries export primary products, 
their bargaining power in the international market is weak. The 
main reason is that these types of products are usually perishable, 
which makes them subject to price fluctuations. Second, the industrial­
ized countries have synthetic substitutes for a lot of Third World com­
modities, thus lowering demand. Lastly, the richer the Third World 
dwellers get, the more they demand super luxury goods, imported 
from the rich nations. This lowers demand for products that are lo­
cally produced. 
Prebisch suggested that the natural solution to the problem would 
be rapid industrialization, which would result in a substitution of a 
large part of current imports by domestic production. In addition, 
tariffs and other support measures would protect the domestic in­
dustries from foreign competition. These measures would also enhance 
people's standards of living by preventing the transfer of income to 
the center and sheltering domestic industry. A basic infrastructure 
upon which to build industry would also be necessary. Such an in­
frastructure includes power, roads, and raw materials. Prebisch's solu­
tion points in the direction of autonomous capitalism, in which the 
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state plays an important role by coordinating public and private 
enterprise. 
Subsequent theorists who contributed to the dependency perspective 
are Cardoso and Faletto (1969), Dos Santos (1973), and Osvaldo 
Sunkel (1969), and Celso Furtado (1963). Cardoso and Faletto first 
raised objections to modernization ideas as expressed by German 
sociologist Toennies (1887/1963) who had categorized societies into 
two types, 'Gemeinschaft' and 'Gesellschaft.' They objected that these 
concepts were not broad enough to cover all existing social situations. 
Further, they were not speciHc enough to distinguish the structures 
that determine the life-styles of various societies, and did not show 
how various stages of economic development are linked to the various 
types of social structure, characterized as either traditional or modem. 
Dos Santos stressed the same idea of analyzing society in histori­
cal and structural terms. He further added that in formulating 
general societal development laws, international relations must be taken 
into account. Three types of dependency, identified by Dos Santos 
were: 1) colonization, which is characterized by trade monopolies 
and complemented by colonial monopolies of land, mines, and labor, 
in the colonized countries; 2) financial-industrial dependency, which oc­
curred during the latter part of the nineteenth century, and was charac­
terized by large concentrations of capital in the center and by 
investment in the production of raw materials and agricultural produc­
tion in the periphery; and 3) technological-industrial dependency which 
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came about after World War II and was characterized by the 
presence of multi-national corporations which established industries that 
were linked to the dependent countries' domestic markets. 
According to Dos Santos (1973), industrialization that resulted from 
import substitution was doomed to stagnate after a short while due to 
restrictions placed on the expansion of the domestic market. The 
specified restrictions include: 1) the working class was heavily ex­
ploited and their purchasing power was limited; 2) capital-intensive tech­
nology created few jobs; and 3) repatriation of profits lead to 
extremely limited domestic surplus. His conclusion was that the al­
leged backwardness of the poor economies was not caused by a lack 
of integration with capitalism, but rather that the most serious 
obstacles to their overall development were due to the international sys­
tem and its laws. 
Osvaldo Sunkel (1969) believed that characteristics of underdevelop­
ment should be viewed as 'normal* outcomes of the functioning of a 
certain system. Underdevelopment and development were considered to 
be simultaneous processes representing two faces of the historical evolu­
tion of capitalism. Expected characteristics of underdevelopment are: 
low income, slow rate of growth, regional imbalance, inequality, un­
employment, dependency, and political marginalization. Modernization 
theory had considered these symptoms to be deviations from the ideal 
pattern, which would disappear with growth. It did not realize that 
behind this lay a system whose formal functioning produced these 
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results. The same situation would continue for as long as develop­
ment policies attacked the symptoms of underdevelopment rather than 
the structural element that had created it. 
Sunkel added that in Latin America, the socioeconomic system had 
been shaped by two types of structural elements: external and inter­
nal. While the external refers to the relations with the capitalist 
countries, the internal refers to structural elements within the periphery 
nations. Societies are therefore polarized by processes operating both 
at the international and national levels. To remedy this situation, he 
suggested three measures: change in the agrarian structure, use of 
primary exports to finance expansion of heavy consumer industries, 
and a reorganization of industry away from conspicuous consumption 
to basic needs satisfaction. 
Celso Furtado (1963), writing about the Brazilian economy, pointed 
out three ways in which Europe disrupted the world economy in the 
eighteenth century and thereafter. They are listed as follows: disor­
ganization of the precapitalist artisan economy, displacement of borders 
and expansion, and penetration into inhabited precapitalist areas. As 
a result, dual economies were created, with both capitalist and 
precapitalist features. 
Periphery capitalism is unable to generate innovation because major 
decisions come from external sources. It only benefits a few of the 
wealthy classes who are able to adapt consumption patterns of the 
center. Furtado advocated central planning as a solution to these 
problems. 
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Pgpgndcnçy and çontcxt-çonsistcngy 
During the second U.N. development decade (1971-1980) when de­
pendency ideas were most popular, areas of emphasis in development 
effort changed. The accent of this period was to redirect effort 
through national and international action programs so that poverty 
would be eliminated from the world. This would, hopefully, be 
achieved through redistributing income, and generally improving the 
quality of life. There was also a change from an assumed internation­
al harmony of interest with positive sum gains, to actual or potential 
conflict, and zero-sum gains (Harrison, 1981). 
Dependency, as a theoretical perspective, is more overtly political 
than the other two theories. People who find this perspective compell­
ing are those living in conditions that can be interpreted as "exploi­
tive." They are likely to argue that development is made difficult 
because of their countries' unfavorable links to the larger world. 
Debt and debt service, as percentages of the GNP, are symptoms that 
exacerbate the problem. This study recognizes the importance of 
these variables, and adequate measures of them are available. People 
who are more likely to hold this particular perspective come from 
countries where these indicators are high and are likely to have nega­
tive attitudes toward private foreign capital. They are likely to sug­
gest less reliance on foreign capital as a solution to problems of 
development. This is so because their choices are limited. The fol­
lowing hypotheses illustrate this point: 
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H.S: The higher the percentage of debt in relation to GNP, the 
more negative the experts who come from such countries will feel 
toward private foreign capital. 
H.6: The higher the percentage of debt service in relation to GNP, 
the more negative the experts who come from such countries will 
feel toward private foreign capital. 
The assumption behind these two hypotheses is that experts from 
countries that are heavily in debt or those that are spending a large 
portion of their GNP on debt service will not easily feel the positive 
impact of private foreign capital. They may tend to divert attention 
from local structural issues to blaming the foreign capital for failed 
projects. 
Fwign çapital 
Until the 1980-83 debt crisis, borrowing was regarded as a good 
phenomenon for the international economy. A flow of investible 
resources from rich to poor countries was considered to be economical­
ly efficient, as well as desirable on humanitarian grounds. Debt 
would augment the poor countries' purchasing power in world markets 
(Kraft, 1984). 
Since the 1979-82 second oil price increase, the world wide reces­
sion, falling commodity prices and high interest rates, foreign capital 
has been looked at suspiciously by poor countries. Most foreign capi­
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tal comes in via multinational corporations which are not well-reputed 
because they are suspected of growing at the expense of national 
ones; standardizing consumer tastes and dislocating poor countries. Fur­
ther, private foreign investors tend to locate where there are resources 
and not on humanitarian grounds (Lim, 1982). 
This study measures the negativity toward private foreign capital 
through the following indicators: raw material drainage; agricultural 
production retardation; income concentration and rural-to-urban migration. 
These indicators will be discussed individually and they are found in 
section IX of the questionnaire. 
Raw material drainage 
Foreign capital is associated with draining raw materials because 
once production is complete, using local labor and resources, products 
are usually sold to richest countries that can afford to pay high 
prices. Second, as in the case of Brazil after 1981, the need for 
domestic resources and foreign exchange to service debts forced the 
government to cut public spending. This hurt domestic financial 
markets (Krueger, 1987). 
Inçgmg çQnçgntratign 
Private foreign capital has been also looked at as a mechanism 
for creating domestic elites and proletariats. Wallerstein (1974) sug­
gested that as capitalist expansion takes place, there is a conversion 
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of quasi-feudal semi-proletarians into proletarian wage labor. Evans et 
al. (1985) also pointed out that foreign capital leads to an incorpora­
tion of the periphery into the international capitalist system, with a 
complex alliance between the elite, local capital, international capital 
and state capital. 
Rural-to-urban migration 
Large masses of the population may be encouraged to leave the 
rural areas, in search of urban jobs. This may be due to imported 
technology that leads to structural deformation of periphery economics. 
Since production technologies, imported from the center are not 
designed to absorb the huge reserves of underemployed agricultural 
labor, people are encouraged to migrate to urban areas (Evans et al., 
1985). They usually end up doing petty service jobs that perpetuate 
underemployment. 
Agricultural production retardation 
As foreign private capital penetrates into periphery economics, 
agricultural production is transformed (Lewis, 1972). Heavy machinery 
that is usually introduced can only be used by the well-off farmers. 
In addition, large-scale agricultural production may result in the 
neglect of small, family farms. Discouraged farmers end up being 
more marginalized because their products may not sell in the interna­
tional market. 
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Hypotheses 
The six hypotheses that are to be tested in this study are sum­
marized in Figure 3. The ideas expressed in this model are not 
mutually exclusive. Although, for example, infant mortality rate may 
have an impact on the perceived significance of socioeconomic ac­
tivity, this study contends that it best reflects concerns expressed by 
modernization theorists who prescribe sociopolitical solutions to develop­
ment problems. 
The role of individual-level characteristics 
Personal characteristics are included in this study for control pur­
poses. They are based on the assumption that any perception of a 
physical-social world is colored, to some degree, by the purposes and 
experiences of the observer. Since each person's perceptual environ­
ment is unique, several people in the same location of space and 
time may view the world differently. 
Although not much work has been done regarding the relationship 
between personal characteristics and development perceptions, diffusion 
of innovation literature offers some relevant information. Rogers 
(1983) reports that although earlier adopters are not different from 
later ones in age, they have been found to have more years of educa-
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GNP per capita growth rate 
Population growth rate —— 
Infant mortality rate —— 
Primary school enrollment 
Debt as of GNP 
Debt service as of GNP 
Perceived importance 
of sociopolitical 
activity 
Perceived importance 
of socioeconomic 
activity 
Perceived negative 
impact of private 
foreign capital 
Figure 3: Development perceptions, seen through the context-
attitude consistency model 
tion than those in the later-adoption category. They have also been 
found to be more literate and have greater ability to deal with 
abstractions. 
Job-related characteristics 
These variables are also introduced in the study for control pur­
poses. Most work outside the home is carried out in organizations 
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which are both agents of change and major sources of societal 
stability. Regardless of the form of economy, organizations are the 
major decision makers for the priorities and actualities of the society. 
Hall (1982:10) suggests the following: 
"Since modem work is almost exclusively organizational work, and 
since total life styles are decreasingly influenced by the ascriptive 
components of age, sex, race, ethnicity, or other such factors, oc­
cupational roles and the interrelationships between these roles are 
major components in determining overall structure." 
The above quotation clearly indicates the importance of organiza­
tions in individual participants' lives and societies. The same view 
was expressed by Viktor Gecas (1981). He reiterated that for most 
adult men and women, work, in the form of paid employment, is the 
dominant activity outside the family. It is an arena for the develop­
ment and expression of competence and a sense of worth, as well as 
a source of identity. There is, therefore, a functional relationship be­
tween conditions experienced on the job and attitudes that an in­
dividual holds. 
Position in the organization is an important variable in influencing 
perceptions. This study will assume that experts with high-ranking 
positions and many years of experience may tend to be more innova­
tive than those in junior positions and less experience. In this case, 
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innovation may be due to availability of resources. Innovation adop­
tion literature has also found early adopters to be having high occupa­
tional prestige. Innovativeness in this study will be captured by 
favorable attitudes toward socioeconomic and sociopolitical activities. 
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CHAPTER 4: METHODS 
This chapter discusses the methods used to link arguments about 
context-consistency to the data that has been collected. The samples 
and their characteristics are presented, followed by a design of the 
questionnaire. Operationalization of the variables is presented and the 
chapter concludes with a description of the analysis strategy. 
Sample Selection 
Two samples were used in this study. First, Third World ex­
perts form a variety of countries make up the primary sample on 
which most analyses will be conducted. In addition, a second 
sample of U.S. experts working in foreign countries was obtained. 
Data for this second sample will be used in Chapter 6, where they 
will be compared to native experts in the way they match perceived 
problems with perceived solutions. 
Two samples are used in this study for comparative purposes. 
The U.S. sample is of particular interest because of the significant 
role that this nation plays as an aid donor. If perceptions of such 
key players in the development process do not match those of Third 
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World experts whose countries receive aid, then there is reason for 
worry and change of direction in order to arrive at common objec­
tives. Second, the U.S. experts offer practical advice to many Third 
World nations. If perceptions of experts do not match, then there 
may be need for further dialogue and a redefinition of problems and 
solutions. Finally, since this study focuses on context-attitude consis­
tency, inferences can be made regarding a particular theory or 
theories that are found to influence the two groups of experts. 
Such an observation is very important in shaping both theoretical and 
practical trends of future development effort. 
Third world experts 
The Third World experts in this study attended USDA Summer 
Seminars at various universities in the United States in 1986, thus 
providing an opportunity to contact a "captive audience". Although 
this group is relatively well-educated and probably pro-western, their 
strengths far outweigh the weaknesses. The outstanding strength of 
this sample lies in the fact that they represent a variety of countries 
and they are currently engaged in development work. Questionnaires 
were sent to the summer seminar coordinators at 18 institutions that 
were willing to participate in the study. Of the 150 questionnaires 
sent out, 103 were returned, showing a response rate of 68.7 per­
cent. They represent 42 countries (Table 2). Sixty-three experts 
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Table 2. Third world countries represented in the sample 
Country Number 
Algeria 1 
Bangladesh 1 
Burkina Faso 3 
Cameroon 2 
Chad 1 
Chile 1 
Colombia 3 
Ecuador 2 
Egypt 1 
El Salvador 2 
Ethiopia 2 
Gambia 3 
Ghana 6 
Guinea 3 
Honduras 3 
Iran 1 
Jordan 4 
Kenya 3 
Lesotho 1 
Madagascar 1 
Mali 3 
Country Number 
Mexico 4 
Morocco 1 
Nepal 7 
Niger 4 
Nigeria 4 
Pakistan 3 
Palestine 1 
Peru 1 
Phillipines 3 
Sirra Leone 1 
Somalia 2 
Sudan 2 
Swaziland 1 
Tanzania 1 
Togo 1 
Uganda 6 
Venezuela 2 
Yemen 2 
Zaire 2 
Zambia 5 
Zimbabwe 3 
Total 103 
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were from Sub-Saharan Africa, twenty-two from Asia and eighteen 
from Latin America, respectively. The list of institutions where the 
respondents were attending was obtained from Dr. J. T. Scott, Direc­
tor of International Programs, Iowa State University. 
Rural Sociologists 
The sample of Rural Sociologists was drawn from the 1985-1986 
Rural Sociological Society membership directory. This sampling frame 
was considered appropriate because it is up-to-date and contains only 
active members. Members listed as interested in international develop­
ment were stratified according to regions of interest: Sub-Saharan 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. A representative sample was then 
selected from each of these groups and a total of 120 questionnaires 
were mailed out. Fifty-eight questionnaires (about SO percent 
response rate) were mailed back, representing 32 countries (see Table 
3). Eleven experts were from Sub-Saharan Africa, twenty-seven from 
Asia and twenty from Latin America, respectively. 
Rural sociologists were selected, as opposed to any other group 
of experts, for several reasons. First, Rural Sociology, as a sub-dis-
cipline of sociology, has an applied orientation. This means that 
Rural Sociologists would be very familiar with development problems. 
Secondly, their emphasis on rural areas makes them aware of Third 
World development issues, because about 70 to 80 percent of 
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Table 3. Countries in which Rural Sociologists claim expertise 
Country Number Country Number 
Bermuda 1 India 6 
Bolivia 1 Indonesia 1 
Botswana 1 Kenya 1 
Brazil 2 Laos 1 
Burma 2 Lesotho 1 
Chad 1 Mali 1 
China 1 Mexico 2 
Colombia 3 Nepal 2 
Costa Rica 1 Nigeria 1 
Dominican Republic 1 Pakistan 2 
Ecudor 2 Peru 3 
Egypt 3 Philippines 5 
El Salvadoi 2 South Korea 3 
Ghana 1 Sudan 1 
Guatemala 1 Taiwan 3 
Haiti 1 Yemen 1 
Total 58 
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the population resides in rural areas. Third, many Rural Sociologists 
work with either agricultural departments or within departments of 
agricultural economics. Their wide experience, therefore, offers great 
insight into this study. 
Questionnaire 
The questionnaire in the appendix was designed to address several 
issues in development. After obtaining basic information about the 
respondents in Part 1, perceived development problems and solutions 
were addressed in Sections II and III. The subsequent sections dealt 
with specific issues that are dominant in development literature. 
They include: barriers to effective organizational coordination between 
government agencies and private organizations; factors affecting develop­
ment of effective organizations; issues affecting agricultural production; 
adoption of agricultural technology; effect of multi-national corporations 
on development; effect of private foreign capital on domestic develop­
ment; and conditions favoring international cooperation. Both groups 
of experts received the same questionnaire. The only difference was 
in the wording of the opening sentence in section one. While 
Third World experts were asked to state their countries of origin, 
the U.S. group was asked to mention a Third World country which 
they have read about widely or where they have done most develop­
ment work/research. 
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This study focuses on the sections addressing development 
problems, solutions, and the perceived negative impact of private 
foreign capital on development. A focus on problems helps in under­
standing the obstacles that need to be overcome in order for develop­
ment to proceed smoothly. Solutions, on the other hand, set a 
stage and direction toward which development effort should be 
directed. The problems cover a wide range of areas, including the 
following: rapid population growth, poor organizational coordination, 
inadequate natural resources, poor soils, lack of technology, natural dis­
asters, and unfavorable terms of trade. They were selected because 
of their prominence in current development literature. 
Third World experts were asked on a 0 to 3 scale, to assess 
how much of a problem each was in their country. Likewise, U.S. 
experts were asked to assess on a 0 to 3 scale how serious each 
problem was in the country in which they claimed expertise (see Sec­
tion II of questionnaire in the Appendix). 
Solutions to development problems and items addressing the per­
ceived negative impact of private foreign capital were selected careful­
ly to fit in the three development theories that shape the conceptual 
framework of this study (see Chapter 3). Respondents were asked 
to rate the severity of each problem on a scale of 0 to 3. They 
were then asked to rate the importance of speciHc solutions, also on 
a scale from 0 to 3. With regard to foreign capital, the severity 
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of the respondent's negative attitude was also measured on a scale 
of 0-3 (see Sections III and IX of questionnaire). 
Table 4 presents the dependent variables, their operational defini­
tions, where they are located in the questionnaire, and the range of 
possible values. Table 5 does the same with the independent vari­
ables. 
The three dependent variables presented in Table 4 were discussed 
fully in Chapter 3. They represent three dimensions of the develop­
ment process. In Table 5, there are three sets of independent vari­
ables. Age and educational attainment represent individual-level 
characteristics. Experience and position represent job-related characteris­
tics. These two categories are found in Section I of the question­
naire. The remaining variables are country-level characteristics which 
were drawn from the 1986 world bank tables. They include: debt 
as percent of GNP, debt service as percent of GNP, GNP per capita 
growth rate, population growth rate, infant mortality rate and primary 
school enrollment. The variables presented in these two tables will 
be used for the Third World group of experts. Results from this 
analysis will be discussed in Chapter 5. 
Analysis strategy 
Analysis of variance is used to assess the degree to which 
means vary across the three regions in the respondents' percep-
Table 4. Operationalization of dependent variables 
Concept Operational definition Source Possible range 
Perceived significance 
of socioeconomic 
activity 
(6-item index) 
Employment generation 
Basic needs satisfaction 
Agricultural and rural 
development 
Food crop production 
Cash crop production 
Foreign currency accumulation 
Section III of 
questionnaires 
0-18 
Perceived significance 
of sociopolitical 
activity 
(3-item index) 
Women's labor force 
participation 
Political participation 
Restructure of international 
economic order 
Section III of 0-9 
questionnaires 
(4-item index) 
Perceived negative Drainage of raw materials Section IX of 0-12 
impact of private Agricultural production questionnaires 
foreign capital retardation 
Rural-to-urban migration 
Income concentration 
Table 5. Operationalization of independent variables 
Concept Operational definition 
Age 
(4 categories) 
25 years or younger 
26-35 years 
36-45 years 
46 years and older 
Educational 
attainment 
(3 categories) 
Below university level 
College undergraduate level 
Graduate level 
Experience 
(3 categories) 
Below one year 
1-5 years 
over 6 years 
Position 
(3 categories) 
Junior 
Middle 
Senior 
Debt as percent 
of GNP 
External public debt, 
disbursed and outstanding 
as percent of GNP (1984) 
Source Observed range 
Question #2 in 1-4 
Section I of the 
Questionnaires 
Question #7 1-3 
in Section I of the 
Questionnaires 
Question #14 1-3 
in Section I of 
the Questionnaires 
Question #15 1-3 
in Section I of 
the Questionnaires 
World Bank, 1986, 13.5-132% 
Table 18 
Table 5. (Continued) 
Concept Operational definition Source Observed range 
Debt service as 
percent of GNP 
Debt service as percent 
of GNP (1984) 
World 
Table 
Bank, 
18 
1986, 0.4-11.4% 
GNP per capita 
growth rate 
Average annual growth 
rate (1965-84) 
World 
Table 
Bank, 
1 
1986, 1.9-5.9% 
Population 
growth rate 
Average annual growth 
rate (1973-84) 
World 
Table 
Bank, 
25 
1986, 1.7-4.0% 
Infant mortality 
rate 
Infant mortality rate 
(aged 1 and under per 
1,000 live births, 1984 
World 
Table 
Bank, 
27 
1986, 38-176 
Primary school 
enrollment 
Total number enrolled in 
primary school as percent 
of age group (1983) 
World 
Table 
Bank, 
29 
1986, 21-131 
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lions of development problems and solutions. Second, through correla 
tion analysis, levels of association between perceived problems and 
solutions of development will be determined. Third, through multiple 
regression, the effect of contextual variables on development percep­
tions will be assessed. Although this procedure does not prove a 
causal ordering of variables, the observed associations between vari­
ables is very important in lending credibility to the relationships 
hypothesized in the previous chapter. 
Prgçffdttrgs for ggntcxtual analysis 
The first step in the analysis involves regressing the dependent 
variables, one by one on the selected country-level independent vari­
ables. Second the remaining country-level characteristics are added in 
the equation. In the third step, the impact of the individual level 
characteristics alone is assessed. The same procedure is repeated for 
job-related characteristics alone. Finally, all the independent variables 
are included in the equation. The overall model is evaluated from 
these findings. In each case, the R^, F-value, and beta weights of 
particular variables are evaluated. 
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CHAPTER 5: EFFECTS OF COUNTRY-LEVEL CHARACTERISTICS ON 
PERCEPTIONS OF DEVELOPMENT SOLUTIONS 
This chapter plays a very significant role in the whole study be­
cause it discusses the effect of country-level characteristics on 
experts' perceptions. This is done through multiple regression, control­
ling for individual-level and job-related characteristics. In this way, 
the six hypotheses that were presented in Chapter 3 will be tested. 
First, a critical analysis is made of the three development indices 
that are the dependent variables in multiple regression. The indices 
were constructed from Section III of the questionnaire. Second, cor­
relations between the development indices and country-level, individual-
level, and job-related characteristics are discussed. Finally, multiple 
regression findings are presented, with a detailed discussion of the 
variables that are found to be influencing development perceptions sig­
nificantly. Throughout this chapter, the findings are linked back to 
the theoretical argument that the context significantly affects percep­
tions toward the development process. 
Table 6 presents reliability estimates for the three indices, while 
Table 7 shows their means, actual ranges, and standard deviations. 
Perceived importance of socioeconomic activity, representative of the 
Keynesian economics theory, is composed of six items and has over­
all alpha of .74. The six items depict two themes: social and 
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Table 6. Reliability estimates for the development indices 
Perceived importance of socioeconomic activity 
Composites ÇCTglati<?n 
Employment generation .43 
Basic needs satisfaction .50 
Agricultural and rural development .46 
Food crop production .54 
Cash crop production .51 
Foreign currency accumulation .42 
Alpha = .74 
Perceived importance of sociopolitical activity 
Composites Item-total correlation 
Women's labor force participation .48 
Political participation .68 
Restructure of international economic order .53 
Alpha = .74 
Index C: Perceived negative attitude toward foreign private capital 
Composites Item-total correlation 
Drainage of raw materials .33 
Agricultural production retardation .51 
Rural-to-urban migration .60 
Income concentration .54 
Alpha = .70 
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economic. These together describe the socioeconomic activity, which 
is a process through which general living standards of a particular 
society are uplifted to a reasonable level. 
Table 7. Means, standard deviations, and ranges of the dependent 
variables 
Variable Mean Standard deviation Actual range 
Perceived importance 
of socioeconomic activity 
12.03 3.22 0-18 
Perceived importance 
of sociopolitical activity 
6.63 1.79 0-9 
Perceived negative 
attitude toward 
foreign private capital 
7.04 2.61 0-12 
Of the six items, food crop production, cash crop production, and 
basic needs satisfaction have the highest item total Correlations of 
.54, .51, and .50 respectively. Agricultural and rural development fol­
lows closely with a score of .46, while employment generation has a 
score of .43 and foreign currency accumulation .42. All these ac­
tivities are very crucial in enhancing societal welfare. 
The second index, termed sociopolitical activity and representative 
of the ideas stressed by modernization theory, is composed of three 
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items: Women's labor force participation, political participation, and 
restructuring the international economic order. Political participation 
has the highest item-total correlation of .68, while restructuring the in­
ternational economic order has .53 and women's labor force 
participation's score is .48. 
The third index, whose items focus on perceptions of private 
foreign capital and is representative of dependency theory has four 
items. With an overall alpha of .70, rural-to-urban migration has an 
item-total correlation of .60, followed by income concentration, agricul­
tural production retardation, and drainage of raw materials. Their 
item-total correlations are .54, .51, and .33, respectively. They can 
be found in Section IX of the questionnaire. 
Information on the independent variables is presented in Tables 8 
and 9. While Table 9 shows means, standard deviations and actual 
ranges of individual-level and job-related characteristics, values of 
country-level characteristics are presented in Table 8. Country-level 
characteristics offer great diversity. In the case of primary school en­
rollment, values range from 21 percent in Somalia to 131% in Zim­
babwe. While many countries consider primary school age to be 
6-11 years, others do not. For some countries with universal 
primary education, the gross enrollment ratios may exceed or fall 
below the country's standard primary-school age (World Bank, 1986: 
254). 
While debt as percent of GNP ranges from 13.5 percent in Ugan­
da to 132 percent in Zaire, debt service ranges from 0.4 percent in 
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Table 8. Contextual Variables and their values [World Bank, 1986] 
Primary Debt as Debt ONP Population Infant 
School Percent Service per Growth Mortality 
Enrollment of ONP as Capita Rate Rate 
PercentRate 
of ONP 
Palestine — ——" mmm mmm 
Jordon 100 62.0 7.5 4.8 2.8 50 
Iran 202 w mmm 3.1 112 
Yemen 65 106.9 3.0 mmm 2.3 146 
Philippines 114 34.7 3.5 2.6 2.7 49 
Bangladesh 46 40.0 1.3 0.6 2.5 172 
Nepal 73 17.0 0.4 0.2 2.6 135 
Pakistan 50 29.6 2.8 2.5 2.9 113 
Venezuela 105 38.3 5.6 0.9 3.3 38 
El Salvador 101 35.1 4.9 -0.6 3.5 77 
Peru 116 59.4 3.7 -0.1 2.4 95 
Honduras 101 60.8 4.4 0.5 3.5 77 
Colombia 113 21.8 3.0 3.0 2.0 48 
Chile 111 62.9 7.3 -0.1 1.7 22 
Mexico 109 42.8 6.9 2.9 2.9 51 
Egypt 88 49.6 7.4 4.3 2.6 94 
Algeria 94 24.3 9.2 0.9 3.1 82 
Morocco 79 82.9 9.2 2.8 2.4 91 
Togo 102 100.1 10.1 0.5 2.8 98 
Swaziland — mmm «•a 
Lesotho 110 24.3 3.8 5.9 2.4 107 
Sierra Leone 100 34.7 1.6 0.6 2.1 176 
Nigeria 98 15.8 4.2 2.8 2.8 110 
Ghana 79 22.9 1.7 -1.9 2.6 95 
Cameroon 108 23.2 3.0 1.5 3.2 . 92 
Niger 63 61.9 6.1 -1.3 3.0 110 
Gambia mmm mmm mmm mmm 
Mali 62 95.5 1.7 1.6 2.6 124 
Burkima Faso 27 2.3 1.2 1.8 146 
Chad 38 46.6 mm mm 1.9 139 
Guinea 36 59.5 5.3 1.0 2.0 176 
Somalia 21 90.4 2.0 —— 2.8 153 
Ethiopia 46 29.5 1.8 0.4 2.8 172 
Sudan 50 77. 1.2 2.9 113 
Zaire 132.0 11.4 -1.6 3.0 103 
Kenya 100 45.8 6.1 2.1 4.0 92 
Tanzania 87 68.0 1.9 0.6 3.4 111 
Uganda 57 13.5 1.7 2.9 3.2 110 
Zimbabwe 131 28.4 5.4 1.5 3.2 77 
Zambia 94 114.4 4.7 -1.3 3.3 85 
Madagascar mmm 73.0 5.2 -1.6 2.8 110 
Ecuador 115 73.1 10.9 3.8 2.9 67 
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Nepal to 11.4 percent in Zaire. GNP per capita growth rate ranges 
from -1.9 percent in Ghana to 5.9 percent in Lesotho. Population 
growth ranges from 1.7 percent in Colombia to 4.0 percent in 
Kenya, while infant mortality rates average from 38 deaths per 1,000 
live births in Venezuela to 176 deaths per 1,000 live births in Sier­
ra Leone, Mali, and Guinea. Since there is such great diversity in 
country characteristics, perceptions of experts are also expected to vary. 
Table 9. Means, standard deviations and ranges of individual-level 
and job-related characteristics 
Variable Mean Standard deviation Actual range 
Age 2.23 .85 1-4 
Educational attainment 1.89 .82 1-3 
Position 2.12 .73 1-3 
Experience 2.07 .82 1-3 
Results. 
CffiTglatiQns resttlts 
A review of a correlation matrix serves as a prelude to actually 
testing the hypotheses with regression analysis. In addition to show­
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ing the simple relationships between predictor and response variables, 
the correlation matrix provides insight into the relationships among ex­
planatory variables. 
Some of the correlations among individual-level and job-related vari­
ables are as expected: experience is significantly related to age; 
development experts in higher positions have had many years of ex­
perience. 
Variables 5 through 10 are country-level variables presented as 
characteristics of individual respondents. Among these variables, there 
are several constellations of large coefficients. GNP per capita 
growth rate is significantly related to debt as a percent of GNP, sug­
gesting that at least some of the growth is financed by borrowed 
money. GNP per capita growth rate is negatively associated with 
population growth and infant mortality rate, and positively associated 
with primary school enrollment. 
Population growth, infant mortality and primary school enrollment, 
in turn are all significantly related. Although all the three may be 
indicators of chronic underdevelopment, they also point in the way of 
development. Education equips people with the literacy and numeracy 
skills necessary to put human capital to work for development. It 
also exposes people to better hygiene, health and child care practices, 
both of which are necessary before families are willing to have 
fewer children. 
Table 10. Pearson correlation coefficient for individual-level job-related, country-level characteristics and 
development induces (n=103) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
1. Age 1.00 
2. Educational attainment .14 1.00 
3. Position .18 .18 1.00 
4. Experience .26* .09 .39» 1.00 
5. Debt as percent of GNP -.02 -.02 .07 .39* 1.00 
6. Debt service as percent -.03 -.11 -.12 .17 .06 1.00 
of GNP 
7. GNP per capita growth .11 .08 -.11 .09 .49* -.15 1.00 
rate 
8. Populatoin growth rate -.10 .03 -.02 -.06 .11 .06 -.21* 1.00 
9. Infant mortality rate -.05 .08 .09 .11 .09 .08 -.28* .41* 1.00 
10. Primary school enrollment .02 .07 -.06 -.16 -.07 -.16 .32* -.31* -.80* 1.00 
11. Perceived significance of -.15 -.00 -.13 .05 .08 .16 .00 -.40* -.09 .04 1.00 
socioeconomic activity 
12. Perceived significance of -.03 .16 .01 .08 -.07 .07 .04 -.03 -.23* -.16 .32* 1.00 
sociopolitical activity 
13. Perceived negative impact .24* .07 .03 -.13 .23* .01 -.32* .34* .13 -.08 .09 .15 
of private foreign capital 
•Significant at .05 level. 
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Mwltipk reggssign 
Regression analysis is used to examine the impact of country-level 
characteristics on development perceptions, while controlling for in­
dividual-level and job-related characteristics. Country-level characteris­
tics are expected to impact the perceptions more significantly due to 
the context-consistency augment that is explicated in this study. 
The six hypotheses developed in Chapter 3 will be explicitly 
tested, with the results reported in Tables 11, 12, 13. In Chapter 
3, the argument was developed that development experts from 
countries high in conditions emphasized by the Keynesian theory 
would also put greater emphasis on solutions proposed by this 
theory. Similar arguments were developed for modernization and de­
pendency theories. 
The context-consistency argument applied to the Keynesian theory 
is in Table 11. The dependent variable is "perceived importance of 
socioeconomic activity" in the development process. The explanatory 
variables reflecting the two hypotheses are GNP per capita growth 
rate and population growth rate. In Table 11, the index measuring 
the perceived importance of socioeconomic activity is first regressed 
against these two explanatory variables. Subsequently, sets of vari­
ables representing all context variables, respectively, are entered into 
the equation. Then the impact of individual-level variables is as­
sessed independently and the same is done with job-related variables. 
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Table 11. Impact of individual-level, job-related and county-level charac­
teristics on perceived importance of socioeconomic activity 
Perceived importance of 
Independent variables socioeconomic activity 
fifita 1 5;g, T 
GNP per capita growth rate -.08 -.84 .40 
Population growth rate -.41 -4.36 .00» 
R  ^= .16 F = 9.51* 
ON? per capita growth rate .02 .15 .88 
Population growth rate -.44 -4.40 .00» 
Infant mortality rate .06 .38 .70 
Primary school enrollment -.02 -.11 .91 
Debt as percent of GNP .11 1.08 .28 
Debt service as percent of GNP .17 1.83 .07 
R  ^= .20 F=4.06* 
Age -.14 -1.45 .15 
Educational attainment .07 .17 .86 
R  ^= .02 F =1.05 
Position -.10 -.11 .92 
Experience .05 .48 .63 
R^ = .00 F = .12 
Age .20 -2.12 .04* 
Educational attainment .01 .14 .89 
Position .03 .28 .78 
Experience .05 .47 .64 
GNP per capita growth rate .05 .43 .67 
Population growth rate -.45 -4.45 .00* 
Infant mortality rate -.05 .29 .77 
Primary school enrollment -.02 -.15 .88 
Debt as percent of GNP .13 1.21 .23 
Debt service as percent of GNP .17 1.27 .07 
R^ = .24 F = 2.89» 
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Table 11 ends with the multiple regression of all explanatory vari­
ables on the dependent variable. 
As can be seen from Table 11, the data provide no support for 
the hypotheses that GNP per capita growth rate is significantly re­
lated to the perceived importance of socioeconomic activity. The 
hypothesis suggesting a positive relationship between population growth 
rate and perceived importance of socioeconomic activity has not been 
supported either. What is interesting is that the relationship is sig-
niHcant, but in the opposite direction of the proposed one. This lat­
ter Hnding is very insightful; while population pressure was expected 
to create a more urgent need for socioeconomic solutions to develop­
ment problems, the data suggest that in countries where population 
growth is rapid, there may be resistance to socioeconomic solutions. 
The only variable that appears to be related to perceived impor­
tance of socioeconomic activity is age, which is an individual-level 
variable. On average, the data suggest that it is the younger 
development experts who seek socioeconomic activity. 
Table 12 provides for modernization theory as outlined in Chapter 
3. The hypothesis in that Chapter argued that modernization 
theorists saw education and health care for all people as the founda­
tion on which broad-based development depends. They suggested the 
key to development was the political institutions. Among the two 
conditions emphasized by these theorists, only infant mortality rate 
was significantly related to sociopolitical activity. Where infant mor-
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Table 12. Impact of individual-level, job-related and county-level charac­
teristics on perceived importance of sociopolitical activity 
Perceived importance of 
Independent variables sociopolitical activity 
Beta Sig, T 
Infant mortality rate .29 1.86 .06 
Primary school enrollment .08 .53 .60 
R^ = .06 F = 2.99* 
GNP per capita growth rate .07 .62 .54 
Population growth rate -.13 -1.23 .22 
Infant mortality rate .38 2.25 .03* 
Primary school enrollment .09 .57 .57 
Debt as percent of GNP -.05 -.43 .67 
Debt service as percent of GNP .07 .71 .48 
R2 = .09 F =1.52 
Age -.04 -.43 .67 
Educational attainment. .17 1.69 .09 
R^ = .02 F =1.05 
Position .06 .57 .57 
Experience .17 1.69 .09 
R^ = .01 F = .45 
Age -.06 -.53 .36 
Educational attainment .14 1.33 .19 
Position .07 .59 .56 
Experience .01 .09 .92 
GNP per capita growth rate .07 .58 .56 
Population growth rate -.12 -1.12 .27 
Infant mortality rate .37 2.15 .03* 
Primary school enrollment .11 .67 .50 
Debt as percent of GNP -.05 -.44 .66 
Debt service as percent of GNP .09 .93 .36 
R^ = .ll F = 1.15 
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tality is high, the development experts are in strong support of 
women's labor force participation, broad-based political participation 
and restructuring the world economy. No other variables are sig­
nificantly related to perceived importance of sociopolitical activity. 
Negativity toward private foreign capital exemplifies Dependency 
theory (Table 13). The hypothesis stating a positive relationship be­
tween debt as percent of GNP and negativity toward private foreign 
capital has been supported. This finding is very interesting, suggest­
ing that experts from indebted countries may tend to view private 
foreign capital as anti-developmental. However, the hypothesis be­
tween debt service as percent of GNP and negativity toward private 
foreign capital has not been supported. Interestingly, population 
growth is positively related to negativity toward private foreign capi­
tal. From this section, one can conclude that the higher the popula­
tion growth and the higher the percentage of debt in relation to 
GNP, the more the experts from such countries will tend to view 
private foreign capital negatively. 
Age has also been found to significantly influence negativity 
toward private foreign capital. The older the experts, the more nega­
tive are their attitudes toward private foreign capital. 
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Table 13. Impact of individual-level, job-related and county-level charac­
teristics on perceived negative impact of private foreign capital 
Perceived negative impact of 
Independent variables private foreign capital 
Edâ 1 5ig, T 
Debt as percent of GNP .19 1.97 .05* 
Debt service as percent of GNP -.01 -.28 .89 
R^ = .04 F = 1.95* 
GNP per capita growth rate -.19 -1.67 .09 
Population growth rate .26 2.53 .01* 
Infant mortality rate .02 -.09 .93 
Primary school enrollment .06 .39 .69 
Debt as percent of GNP .08 .76 .45 
Debt service as percent of GNP -.03 .35 .73 
R^ = .13 F = 2.47* 
Age .19 1.96 .05* 
Educational attainment .09 -.91 .39 
R2 = .04 F = 2.13 
Position ,09 .86 .39 
Experience -.16 -1.52 .13 
R^ = .02 F =1.19 
Age .13 1.33 .19 
Educational attainment .11 1.15 .25 
Position .07 .62 .54 
Experience -.11 -1.04 .30 
GNP per capita growth rate -.20 -1.72 .08 
Population growth rate .25 2.37 .02* 
Infant mortality rate -.03 -.16 .87 
Primary school enrollment .06 .35 .73 
Debt as percent of GNP .06 .56 .58 
Debt service as percent of GNP -.00 -.01 .99 
R2 = .17 F =1.95* 
* Significant at .05 level. 
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CHAPTER 6: DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS 
In this chapter, Third World and U.S. development experts' percep­
tions of development problems and solutions are reviewed and con­
trasted. All Third World experts were presented with a list of seven 
commonly cited concerns (see Section II in Appendix) and asked 
whether each was a problem in their country. U.S. development ex­
perts were likewise asked whether all seven concerns were problems 
in the countries for which they were most knowledgeable. In a 
similar way, both Third World and U.S. experts were asked to 
respond to a list of 13 proposed solutions. In this analysis, 
problems and solutions are ranked in order of severity and impor­
tance, respectively. Analysis of variance is used to compare respon­
dents from the three developing regions. In the last section, 
solutions are matched with problems. 
Perceptions of Development Problems 
A comparison of the responses of Third World experts, both 
among themselves and in contrast to U.S. specialists provide many pre­
dictable patterns and some surprises. In Table 14(A), respondents 
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from Asia ranked unfavorable terms of trade (V7) as their most 
serious problem, although it was followed very closely by poor or­
ganizational coordination (V2), poor soils (V4) and natural disasters 
(V6). Likewise, Latin America respondents ranked poor organizational 
coordination (V2) and natural disasters (V6) among their top three con­
cerns, but inadequate natural resources (V3) replaced unfavorable terms 
of trade (V7), which ranked only fifth. This might be considered a 
surprise, since unfavorable terms of trade is a concern expressed in de­
pendency theory which received much of its impetus from the Latin 
American experience. In addition, population growth (VI), often cited 
in the media as a major source of concern, was ranked among the 
top 3 problems only by Sub-Saharan African experts, and even then 
it was ranked behind unfavorable terms of trade and natural disasters. 
Population growth ranked last among Asian experts. Another problem 
noticeably absent among the top ranked problems by all Third World 
experts was lack of technology (V5). Although its average score sug­
gests that it is often seen as a problem, it clearly ranks behind 
other, perhaps more urgent, concerns. 
A striking observation is that the U.S. experts in this study do 
not appear to be very much guided by Dependency, Keynesian 
economics, or Modernization ideas [Table 14(B)]. Their ideas appear 
to be rooted in ecological determinism, which emphasizes space and 
natural resources. This view tends to suggest that the physical en­
vironment causes human behavior (Stoneall, 1983). 
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Table 14. Problems of the Third World, from perceptions of Third 
World experts (A) and U.S. experts (B) 
Region Vi V2 V3 V4 V5 V6 V7 
(A) 
Asia 1.73 2.53 2.33 2.53 2.20 2.53 2.55 
Latin America 2.58 3,00 2.62 1.91 1.82 2.71 2.20 
Sub-Saharan 
Africa 2.67 2.45 2.09 2.36 2.13 2.88 3.00 
F - value 1.76 .66 .76 3.15* 1.79 .72 1.72 
N = 90 
(B) 
Asia 1.85 2.08 2.92 3.00 2.65 2.96 2.30 
Latin America 1.94 2.19 3.00 3.00 2.69 3.00 1.75 
Sub-Saharan 
Africa 1.84 2.50 3.00 3.00 2.50 3.00 2.84 
F - value 64 93 42 62 66 1.15 2.25* 
N = 50 
""Significant at .05 level and below. 
Vi = rapid population growth. 
V2 = poor organizational coordination. 
V3 = inadequate natural resources. 
V4 = poor soils. 
V s  = lack of technology. 
V6 = natural disasters. 
V? = unfavorable terms of trade. 
Scores range from 0 to 3. 
0 = Does not describe the problems at all. 
1 = Slightly describes the problems. 
2 = Describes the problems well. 
3 = Describes the problems very well. 
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Among these development experts, there is a good deal more una­
nimity, regardless of the region in which they claim to be expert 
[Table 14(B)]. They consistently rank inadequate natural resources 
(V3), poor soils (V4), and natural disasters (V6) as the most serious 
problems. This is a particularly interesting assessment since the con­
cerns they list as most important are things about which little can 
be done — i.e., one cannot import natural resources or good soil or 
prevent most natural disasters. But the things for which the U.S. 
could, at a policy level, influence; organizational coordination and 
terms of trade, receive little notice. They differ from the Third 
World experts most sharply on the issues of organizational coordina­
tion (V2) and unfavorable terms of trade (V7). 
The F-values in Tables .14(A) and 14(B) test whether the three 
groups differ significantly in their mean scores for each of the seven 
problems. In Table 14(A), only poor soils (V4) is significant, imply­
ing that the mean score for Asian and African experts is significantly 
different from the average score for Latin Americans. In Table 
14(B), the only significant difference is indeed a startling one: U.S. 
experts on Latin America were much less likely to rate unfavorable 
terms of trade (V7) as a serious problem. Apparently, for whatever 
its actual merits, U.S. experts in Latin America attach little impor­
tance or validity to the dependency arguments put forth by theorists 
who often drew their inspiration from the Latin American/U.S.A. situa­
tion. 
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It is interesting to return to the problem of population growth. 
The media and development literature stress population growth as a 
problem so much that in this study it was expected to be among 
the top-ranked problems. Perhaps these experts view population 
growth to be a problem in the context of other problems. The 
population problem may be stressed more by individuals and agencies 
who are speciAcally addressing such issues. 
Perceptions of Development Solutions 
Perceptions of development solutions are presented in Table 15. 
Responses from the Third World experts are presented in Table 15A 
and those from the U.S. experts are in Table 15B. First, a discus­
sion will be made regarding Third World experts' responses, stressing 
their similarities and differences. Then those of the U.S. experts will 
also be discussed. 
With regard to the Asian experts, their top most solutions are 
political participation (V12) and women's labor force participation 
(Vll). These are followed closely by restructuring the international 
economic order (VI3), foreign currency accumulation (VIO), and cash 
crop production (V9), all of which have the same score. Among the 
least important solutions are relevant technology (V3), cooperatives 
(V7), agricultural and rural development (V14) and land reform (V6). 
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This last observation is very surprising. Asian countries have often 
been cited in the literature as having poor land tenure systems and 
low agricultural productivity (Johnson and Bernstein, 1984). At least 
experts in this study do not seem to agree. 
Latin American experts stress the need for foreign currency (VIO), 
cash crop production (V9), and basic needs satisfaction (VS) as their 
top most solutions. Their least significant solutions include restructur­
ing the international economic order (V13) and land reform (V6). 
Once more, these findings offer a lot of surprise. Dependency 
theory which sprang from Latin America stresses the inadequate land 
distribution system in Latin America and the poor terms of trade 
with capitalist countries. Nonetheless experts in this study do not 
provide support for these arguments. Instead, their emphasis on 
foreign currency and cash crop production suggests a need for integra­
tion in the world economy. 
The Sub-Saharan Africa group of experts rank land reform (V6) 
as solution number one, which is followed by women's labor force 
participation (VI1), foreign currency accumulation (VIO) and restructur­
ing the international economic order (VI3). Their least important solu­
tions include agricultural and rural development (VI4), basic needs 
satisfaction (V5) and cooperatives (V7). Apparently, the African ex­
perts, like their Asian and Latin American counterparts are not stress­
ing what development literature circumscribes for them. 
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The U.S. experts (Table 15B) with expertise in Asia stress foreign 
currency (VIO) and cash crop production (V9) as the top most solu­
tions. These are closely followed by employment generation (V2), 
cooperatives (V7) and women's labor force participation (VI1). Their 
least significant solutions include relevant technology (V3), labor-inten-
sive projects (V4) and land reform (V6). There is a great deal of 
uniformity in responses between the indigenous and U.S. experts work­
ing in Asia with regard to development solutions. 
The U.S. experts in Latin America rank employment generation 
(V2), foreign currency accumulation (VIO), and women's labor force 
participation (VI1) among the top most solutions. Among the least 
important are relevant technology (V3), labor-intensive projects (V4) 
and land reform (V6). Like the indigenous Latin American experts, 
land reform is not viewed as one of the top most solutions to Latin 
America's problems. 
Among the U.S. experts working in Sub-Saharan Africa, there is 
consensus on employment generation (V2), political participation (V12), 
and restructuring the international economic order (VI3) as the top­
most solutions. The least-mentioned ones include labor-intensive technol­
ogy (V4) and land reform (V6). 
African experts and their counterparts among the U.S. development 
experts agree on the importance of restructuring the international 
economic order, obtaining foreign currency and encouraging women's 
labor force participation as solutions to development problems. 
Table 15. Solutions to Third World Problems, from perceptions of Third World experts (A) and 
U.S. experts (B) 
Region Vi V2 V3 V4 V5 V6 V7 Vg V9 Vio Vii V12 Vi3 Vl4 
(A) 
Asia 2.07 2.07 1.80 2.13 2.27 1.73 1.80 2.07 2.33 2.33 2.40 2.53 2.33 1.80 
Latin America 2.17 2.38 2.36 2.36 2.46 1.93 2.23 2.00 2.69 2.69 2.07 2.00 1.93 2.23 
Sub-Saharan 
Africa 1.72 1.87 1.79 1.77 1.56 2.25 1.63 1.91 1.93 2.11 2.14 2.08 2.11 1.57 
F - value 2.32» 1.38 2.58* 1.42 5.34* .61 1.19 .88 4.15* 1.91 1.09 2.14* 
00 00 
1.85 
N = 90 
(B) 
Asia 2.06 2.44 1.63 1.81 2.00 1.44 2.44 2.06 2.56 2.56 2.44 2.37 2.00 2.12 
Latin America 2.08 2.44 1.69 1.65 2.31 1.69 2.35 1.92 2.35 2.44 2.36 1.84 1.94 2.06 
Sub-Saharan 
Africa 2.00 2.67 2.00 1.78 2.33 1.78 2.33 2.11 2.33 2.33 2.33 2.66 2.39 2.33 
F - value .99 1.21 1.96 .88 .59 .54 1.24 1.01 .46 .45 1.55 2.54* 1.35 2.08 
N = 50 
* Significant at .05 level. 
Vi = industrial development 
V2=employmoit goieraiion. 
V3 = relevant tedmology. 
V4=labor-intensive projects. 
Vs = basic needs satisfaction. 
V6 = landiefomi. 
V7 = cooperatives. 
Vg = food crop production. 
V9 = cash crop production. 
Vio=foreign cunency accumulation. 
Vil = women's labor force paitidpatioa 
V12=political paiticip^Mtion. 
Vi3=restructuring the international 
economic onler. 
Vu=agricultural and niral developnenL 
Scores range fiom 0 to 3. 
0=Does not describe the solution at all. 
1=Describes die solution sli^ itly. 
2=Describes the solution well. 
3 = Describes the solution veiy well. 
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However, the two groups sharply disagree on a number of issues. 
The African experts put high priority on solutions that address the ine­
quality of land distribution. Note for example that land reform is 
ranked as the most important solution among Africans, but the least 
important for the U.S. group. In contrast, the U.S. experts advise 
them to create jobs and participate in local politics. They also sug­
gest that basic needs satisfaction and better use of cooperatives are 
high priority solutions to development problems. 
Correlations 
Zero-order correlation coeffîcients between perceived development 
problems and solutions reveal interesting differences between the two 
groups of experts (Tables 16 and 17). These two tables list the 
problems across the top, with solutions listed down the first column. 
The correlation results provide remarkable contrasts, showing that 
Third World and U.S. experts can be quite different in how they per­
ceive solutions to problems. The issue of population growth is one 
where the two groups' views diverge most. The U.S. experts in this 
study seem to be arguing that solutions dealing with employment 
generation, relevant technology, labor-intensive projects, basic needs satis­
faction, agricultural and rural development, food crop production, cash 
crop production and foreign currency accumulation all relate back to 
the problem of population growth. The Third World experts' develop-
Table 16. Pearson zero-order correlation coefficients between perceived development problems and 
solutions by Third World experts (N=103) 
Solutions VI V2 V3 V4 V5 V6 V7 
Industrial development .01 -.16 -.03 .24* .18* -.03 -.10 
Employment generation -.19* .08 .02 .19* .25* -.15 -.04 
Relevant technology .01 .12 .06 .09 .15 -.19* -.10 
Labor-intensive projects -.09 -.12 -.09 .16 .10 -.20* -.20* 
Basic needs satisfaction .08 .14 .02 .26* .32* -.03 -.19* 
Agricultural and rural .14 .-4 .21* .04 .13 -.21* -.17 
development 
Land reform -.15 .04 .31* .07 -.16 .09 -.10 
Use of cooperatives .00 .08 .22* -.09 -.10 -.02 -.24* 
Food crop production .05 .16 .01 .11 .14 -.05 .00 
Cash crop production .13 .15 .19* .09 .04 -.12 -.21* 
Foreign currency accumulation .03 -.01 .10 .19* .09 -.18 -.17 
Women's labor force 
participation -.00 .08 -.15 -.11 .09 -.17 .04 
Political participation -.00 .00 -.12 -.08 .16 -.29* .00 
Restructuring the international 
economic order .01 -.15 -.22* -.09 .07 -.33* -.02 
^Significant at .05 Level. 
Vl = rapid population growth. 
y2 - poor organizational coordination. 
V3 = inadequate natural resources. 
V4 = poor soils. 
Vs = lack of technology. 
V6 = natural disasters. 
V7 = unfavorable terms of trade. 
Table 17. Pearson zero-order correlation coefficients between perceived development problems and 
solutions by U.S. experts (N=58) 
Problems 
Solutions Vi V2 V3 V4 V5 V6 V7 
Employment generation .28* -.21* .05 .09 .00 .03 -.09 
Relevant technology .29* -.02 -.05 .16 -.15 -.17 .23* 
Labor-intensive projects .31* .02 -.12 .03 -.23 .08 .17 
Basic needs satisfaction .28* .03 -.19 -.03 -.06 .03 .16 
Agricultural and rural .28* .12 -.26 -.02 -.06 .12 -.01 
development 
Land reform .06 -.03 -.19 -.05 -.18 .09 .29* 
Use of cooperatives .00 .20* -.18 .03 -.12 .18 -.12 
Food crop production .32* -.03 -.03 .22* .08 .05 .06 
Cash crop production .26* .20* -.15 -.04 -.27* .18 -.00 
Foreign currency accumulation .22* -.04 .03 .06 .08 .27* .09 
Women's labor force 
participation .01 .11 -.03 .23* .02 .08 -.09 
Political participation .08 .06 -.19 -.09 -.08 .26* .01 
Restructuring the international 
economic order .25* -.29* .06 .13 -.25* .07 .19 
^"Significant at .05 level 
Vi = r^id population growth. V4 = poor SCMIS. 
V2=poor organizational coordination. V5 = lack of technology. 
V3 = inadequate natural resources. V6 = natural disasters. 
V7 = unfavorable terms of trade. 
106 
ment solutions, on the other hand, do not relate back to population 
problems. Only one of the correlations is signiHcant. Population is 
related to employment generation, but in the opposite direction from 
that of the U.S. experts. 
Organizational coordination, as a solution to development problems 
is perceived differently by the two groups of experts. The Third 
World group perceives no significant relationship between poor organiza­
tional coordination and the proposed solutions. The U.S. group, on 
the other hand, sees this problem to be signiHcantly related to a 
lack of sufficient technology, employment generation and the restructur­
ing of the international economic order. This observation shows the 
little emphasis put on organized effort by Third World experts. 
Further analysis focuses on the problem of natural disasters. 
Third World experts perceive this problem to be signiHcantly and nega­
tively related to relevant technology, agricultural and rural development, 
labor intensive projects, political participation, and the restructuring of 
the international economic order. The U.S. group sees it as related, 
in a positive way, to foreign currency accumulation and political par­
ticipation. This could mean that while the U.S. group of experts 
view natural disasters as a challenge, their Third World counterpart ap­
pear to be taking a defeatist attitude and almost accepting them as 
fate which cannot be avoided. 
For the Third World group of experts, the problem of inadequate 
natural resources is associated with the perceived need for land 
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reform, use of cooperatives and cash crop production. They also as­
sociate this particular problem with a need to increase agricultural and 
rural development. It appears they are interpreting the problem in 
agricultural terms and they are less likely to see the need for restruc­
turing the international economic order. When the same group sees 
the problem of poor soils, they argue for industrial development, 
employment generation, basic needs satisfaction, and the need for 
foreign currency. This could mean that rich soils are perceived as 
key to development. In the absence of such, efforts have to be 
made to stimulate other areas of the economy. 
Other differences between the two groups of experts are in their 
perceptions of terms of trade as they relate to different development 
solutions. Experts from the Third World who view unfavorable terms 
of trade to be a problem, are also likely to depreciate the impor­
tance of labor-intensive projects, basic needs satisfaction, use of 
cooperatives, and cash crop production. They are also not likely to 
think highly of foreign currency accumulation either. 
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CHAPTER 7: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
This final chapter discusses the major findings of the study in 
light of the objectives which were outlined in the introductory chap­
ter. Theoretical implications will be discussed and so will recommen­
dations for future research. Finally, a general conclusion will be 
made. 
The two major objectives of this study were to take an inventory 
of perceptions pertaining to development and to explain them in terms 
of the context from which the experts come. The best term that 
has been selected to describe such reasoning is "ecological deter­
minism." The U.S. experts have been found to be unified on issues 
of poor soils, natural disasters, and inadequate natural resources. 
Why do the U.S. Rural Sociologists stress environmental issues 
when describing Third World problems? Upon speculation, a few 
ideas come to mind. During the 1970s, the term "ecology" emerged 
in the American media in the form of a social movement. It 
stressed the relationship between humans and their environment and 
there was a call to preserving the scarce natural resources. If such 
issues were stressed in Rural Sociology syllabi, it is no wonder that 
professionals trained in this kind of background stress environmental is­
sues above others. Second, since a majority of Rural Sociologists 
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deal with agricultural issues, then their preoccupation with the environ­
ment presents no surprise. 
With regard to contextual effects on development perceptions, popula­
tion growth rate was significantly related to negativity toward private 
foreign capital and a need for socioeconomic activity. Infant mor­
tality rate signifîcantly influenced the need for sociopolitical solutions. 
Debt as percent of ONP has been found to be significantly related 
to negatively toward private, foreign capital. Age, which is an in­
dividual-level variable is also significant in influencing negative percep­
tions of private foreign capital. One can conclude that some societal 
conditions influence perceptions of development more than others. Per­
haps it is the most visible conditions that impact these perceptions. 
While an individual can experience the population pressure through, 
for example, a scramble for land and food, poor education cannot easi­
ly be felt. Similarly, while someone growing up in a high infant-mor­
tality rate country can experience and actually encounter several 
deaths, issues of GNP per capita, are not seen. They need to be re­
searched into in order to understand their seriousness. 
Further speculation regards the contextual effect on the U.S. ex­
perts. Since contextual analysis was not extended to this sample, com­
parisons can be made between the U.S. Rural Sociologists and the 
sample that was used by the Overseas Development Council study 
(Contee, 1987). Although the two studies are different, they can be 
compared because they both deal with perceptions of development. 
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While the present study surveyed 58 U.S. Rural Sociologists, the Over­
seas Development Council interviewed a sample of 2,400 members of 
the American general public, 500 political and social activists, and 13 
members of congress. 
Results from the Overseas Development Council study show that 
Americans did not view Third World nations to be lacking adequate 
natural resources. Instead, they mentioned problems of disease, 
hunger, poor health care, corrupt governments, and illiteracy. When 
asked about problems facing particular regions, they associated Africa 
with hunger, poverty, racial discrimination (with regard to South 
Aftica), and lack of know-how; Asia with overpopulation, hunger and 
poverty; Latin America with problems of bad politics and poverty. 
It is evident from these two studies that the U.S. experts, al­
though from the same context, are divergent in their views. While 
Rural Sociologists are influenced by ecological determinism, the U.S. 
general public's views seem to be of a "political economy" nature. 
Although, the two groups were similar in their emphasis on agricul­
tural production as a solution to Third World problems, the U.S. 
general public attribute Third World problems to poor economics and 
bad government. 
I l l  
Toward a New Theory of Development 
A separate theory, explaining development in terms of participation, 
equity, and a sharing of resources, needs to evolve. In order to in­
crease equity, both within and between nations, economic, social, and 
structural issues need to be taken into consideration. Such a theory 
would go beyond ideas expounded in the other theories. It would em­
phasize the interdependence between humans, social structures, and na­
tions. It would also stress the good that can evolve from increased 
cooperation and understanding. Further emphasis would be placed on 
the hidden talents of the weak and vulnerable and how such talents 
would surface if they are given a fair share of the national and inter­
national "cake". 
Recommendations 
A research of this nature is a gateway toward a better under­
standing of development. Future research needs to focus on a larger 
sample, representative of many more countries. In addition, a lon­
gitudinal approach may need to be employed in order to verify if 
similar perceptions hold over an extended period of time. There is 
also a need to include more contextual variables in such a study. 
As far as policy options are concerned, this study offers evidence 
that calls for closer cooperation and rapport between different in­
dividuals and organizations that are engaged in development work. In 
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addition, the strong emphasis on participation shows that more people 
need to be included in planning for development. Finally, there is a 
great need to study different cultures and their preferences before sug­
gesting particular development programs. 
Qffnwal ÇQnçlttsiQn 
This study does offer evidence to support the position that develop­
ment is a concern of many individuals, both from more developed 
and less developed regions. Further, since the study shows that the 
defînition of development is relative, past stereotypes may need to be 
discarded and plans made for the future. After all, the responsibility 
to alleviate problems of the Third World rests in the hands of all 
residing in the world community. If all work together for the com­
mon good, benefits will surface within the shortest time imaginable. 
Finally, in response to the question that was posed at the begin­
ning of this dissertation, the author is of the opinion that develop­
ment is possible for everyone. The road is wide enough, but there 
are obstacles that need to be overcome before it is passable. One 
major approach to overcoming such obstacles is through increased under­
standing between people and nations. 
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May 20, 1986 
Dear Colleagues, 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to you for kindly 
agreeing to participate in this survey. As a Ph.D. student in Rural 
Sociology and from the Third World, I feel obliged to examine factors that 
play a major role in either facilitating or retarding the development 
process of developing countries. It is my hope that your genuine responses 
will contribute a great deal to this endeavor. 
Please, I take this opportunity to assure you of anonymity in 
responses. If you are interested in obtaining a copy of the results, mail 
back the bottom part of this letter. 
Again, thank you very much. 
Sincerely yours, 
Daisy Kabagarama 
I am interested in obtaining a copy of the results from the study on 
problems facing the third world. 
Name: 
Address ; 
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Section I. 
In this section, you are kindly requested to give some basic facts about 
yourself. In some numbers, use the space provided for the appropriate response, 
while in others, circle the response category that applies to you. 
1. What is your country or origin? 
2. What is your age category. 
a. 25 years and below 
b. 26-35 years 
c. 36-40 years 
d. Above 41 years 
3. What is your sex? 
a. Male 
b. Female 
4. Are you married? 
a. yes 
b. no 
If your answers to question 4 is no, skip to Question 6. 
5. If you are married, is the rest of your family here with you in the 
U.S.A.? 
a. yes 
b. no 
6. What is your field of study? 
7. What is your level of education? 
a. Undergraduate 
b. Graduate 
c. Any others (please specify) 
8. How long have you been in the United States? 
(Specify for the latest visit) 
9. Has all your education been in your home country? 
a. yes 
b. no 
If your answer to Question 9 is Yes, skip to question 11. 
10. Please list other countires where you received your education. 
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11. Were you employed before you came to .the U.S.A.? 
a. yes 
b. no 
If your answer to question 11 is no, please skip to Question 14. 
12. If you were employed, who was your employer? 
a. Government 
b. Private Sector 
c. Any others (please specify) 
13. How many employees do you have in your organization? 
a. Below 100 
b. Between 101-500 
c. Over 501 
14. For how long have you been employed? 
15. What position do you hold? 
16. On return to your country, what kind of position do you hope to hold? 
Section II. 
We now turn to an examination of problems facing your country. 
To what extent do you feel the following are problems facing your country today? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left. Rank: 1 - Biggest problem 2 - Second biggest problem 
3 - Third biggest problem 4 - Fourth biggest problem 
Describes the Problem 
Very Well 
3 
3 
3 
3 
a) Rapid population growth 
b) Poor organizational 
coordination between 
local governments and 
private agencies 
c) Inadequate natural 
resources 
d) Poor soils 
at all Slightly Well 
0 12 
0 12 
0 12 
0 1 2 
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_e) Lack of sufficient 
technology to solve 
problems adequately 
_f) Natural disasters (e.g. 
floods, earthquakes, etc.) 
_g) Unfavorable terms of trade 
In the International market 
Section III. 
To what extent do you agree that the following statements describe how the 
development process in your country should ideally proceed? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item. 
B. To the left. Rank; 1 - Best approach 2 - Second best approach 
3 - Third best approach 4 - Fourth best approach 
_a) Rapid industrial 
development 
_b) Employment generation 
_c) Use of relevant 
technology 
_d) Redirect investment to 
labor-intensive projects 
_e) Meeting basic needs, e.g., 
clothing, health, 
education 
_f) Agricultural and rural 
development 
_g) Land reform 
Describes the Process 
Not at all Slightly Well 
0 12 
h) Intensive use of 
cooperatives 
_i) Increase food crop 
production 
J) Increase cash crop 
production 
_k) Foreign currency 
accumulation 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Very Well 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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_1) Increase women's 
participation in the 
labor force 
_m) Free participation 
in political issues 
_n) Restructuring the 
international economic 
order 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
Section IV. 
Do you feel that population growth is a big problem in your country? 
a. yes 
b. no 
If your answer to the above question is yes, how important are these strategies 
in slowing down rapid population growth in your country? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item. 
B. To the left, Rank; 1 - Best strategy 2 - Second best strategy 
3 • Third best strategy 4 - Fourth best strategy 
Not at all 
_a) Supply of contraceptives 0 
_b) Supply information about 
contraceptives 
_c) Educate women 
_d) Raise women's labor force 
participation 
_e) Seek cooperation of 
traditional leaders 
_f) Educate men about 
contraceptives 
_g) Involve religious 
leaders 
_h) Improve nation's diet 
_i) Reduce infant mortality 
rate through Improved 
health programs 
J) Offer incentives 
(monetary) 
_k) Use coercion, e. g . ,  forced 
sterilization 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Fairly 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Important 
• 2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Very 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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Section V. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that these are barriers to effective 
organizational coordination between development agencies and local organizations 
In your country? 
A. 
B. 
To the right, circle one best answer for each Item 
To the left, Rank: 1 - First important barrier 
2 - Second Important barrier 
3 - Third Important barrier 
4 - Fourth important barrier 
Strongly 
Disagree 
_a) 
_b) 
.c) 
d) 
_e) 
J )  
_g) 
h) 
.1) 
J) 
Cultural differences 
among participants 
Inadequate communication 
facilities 
Subordinates' lack of 
training 
Unwillingness by 
supervisors to delegate 
Lack of common 
objectives 
Subordinates' lack of 
responsibility 
High levels of 
illiteracy 
Fear of loss of 
opportunity for 
superiors to earn 
Income corruptly 
Differences in 
political ideologies 
Inadequate monetary 
resources 
Disagree 
1 
Agree 
2 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Section VI. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that the following conditions favor 
development of organizations in your country? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 - Most important condition 
2 - Second most important condition 
3 - Third most important condition 
4 - Fourth most important condition 
Strongly Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 
a) High and widespread 0 1 2 3 
literacy 
b) Specialized, advanced 0 1 2 3 
schooling 
c) Increasing urbanization 0 1 2 3 
d) A money economy 0 1 2 3 
_e) Political participation 0 1 2 3 
_f) Increased discontent 0 1 2 3 
among societal groups 
_g) Allocation of 0 12 3 
responsibility according 
to achievement 
Section VII. 
How important are these ways of increasing agricultural production in your 
country? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 - First most important 2 - Second most important 
3 - Third most important 4 - Fourth most important 
Not Very Somewhat Very 
Important Important Important Important 
a) Land reform 0 1 2 3 
_b) Suitable technology 0 1 2 3 
_c) Improved extension 0 1 2 3 
services 
_d) More Incentives to 0 1 2 3 
farmers 
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_e) Credit facilities to 0 1 2 3 
farmers 
_f) Training of women in 0 1 2 3 
farming techniques 
_g) Better roads 0 1 2 3 
_h) Better markets 0 1 2 3 
_1) Better storage 0 1 2 3 
facilities 
_j) Highly trained 0 1 2 3 
agricultural scientists 
_k) Transfer of agricultural 0 1 2 3 
Scientific Knowledge 
to farmers 
_1) Better coordination 0 1 2 3 
between agricultural 
research stations and 
the ministry of 
agriculture 
_m) Reasonable prices for 0 1 2 3 
farmers 
_n) Political stability 0 1 2 3 
Section VIII. 
How important are the following factors in facilitating the adoption of 
agricultural technology? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 - First most important 2 - Second most important 
3 - Third most important 4 - Fourth most important 
Not Very Somewhat Very 
Important Important Important Important 
a) Resources (land and 0 12 3 
capital) for small-
scale farmers 
b) Proximity to regional 0 12 3 
centers 
c) Adequate knowledge in 0 1 2 3 
how to use it 
d) Compatibility with 0 12 3 
local cultural beliefs 
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_e) Easily usable 
_f) Easily repaired 
_g) Inexpensive 
_h) Sophisticated, but 
easily leamable 
_1) Ability to produce 
quick results 
J) Ability to produce 
large-scale results 
_k) Suitable to local 
environmental 
conditions 
_1) Innovatlveness of local 
population 
_m) Support from 
local/opinion leaders 
_n) Farmers' willingness 
to take risk 
_o) Local farmers' access to 
credit facilities 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
Section IX. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that these factors involving dependency 
on private foreign capital may affect the development process in your country? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 • First most important 2 - Second most important 
3 - Third most important 4 - Fourth most important 
Strongly 
Disagree 
Somewhat 
Disagree 
_a) Concentrates Income 
in the hands of the 
elite 
_b) Encourages population 
movement from rural 
to urban areas 
_c) Facilitates the growth of 
the Informal service 
sector. 
Agree 
2 
Strongly 
Agree 
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_d) Retards agricultural 0 
~ production 
_e) Stimulates economic 0 
growth 
_£) Gives raise to 0 
manufacturing industries 
_g) Drains the country 0 
of raw materials 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
Section X. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that the following conditions favor 
international cooperation? 
A. 
B. 
To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
To the left, Rank: 1 - First most important 2 - Second most important 
3 - Third most important 4 - Fourth most important 
_a) Promotion of exports 
_b) Promotion of imports 
_c) Exchange of staff 
_d) Exchange of students 
_e) Transfer of Technology 
_f) Commonly understood 
languages 
_g) Shared cultural norms 
_h) Shared political 
ideology 
_i) Monetary aid 
J) Food aid 
_k) Military support 
Strongly 
Disagree 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Disagree 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Agree 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Strongly 
Agree 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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Section I. 
Please indicate one Third world country which you have either read widely about 
or where you have done most development/research work. 
Section II. 
We now turn to an examination of problems facing the country you mentioned in 
Section 1. 
To what extent do you feel the following are problems facing your country today? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank; 1 - Biggest problem 2 • Second biggest problem 
3 - Third biggest problem 4 - Fourth biggest problem 
Describes the Problem 
Not at all Slightly Well Very Well 
_a) Rapid population growth 0 12 3 
_b) Poor organizational 0 12 3 
coordination between 
local governments and 
private agencies 
_c) Inadequate natural 0 12 3 
resources 
_d) Poor soils 0 12 3 
_e) Lack of sufficient 0 12 3 
technology to solve 
problems adequately 
_f) Natural disasters (e.g. 6 1 2 3 
floods, earthquakes, etc.) 
_g) Unfavorable terms of trade 0 1 2 3 
in the international market 
Section III• 
To what extent do you agree that the following statements describe how the 
development process in the country of your choice should Ideally proceed? 
A. . To the right, circle one best answer for each Item. 
B. To the left. Rank: 1 - Best approach 2 - Second best approach 
3 - Third best approach 4 - Fourth best approach 
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Describes the Process 
_a) Rapid Industrial 
development 
__b) Employment generation 
_c) Use of relevant 
technology 
_d) Redirect Investment to 
labor-intensive projects 
_e) Meeting basic needs, e.g., 
clothing, health, 
education 
_f) Agricultural and rural 
development 
_g) Land reform 
Not at all SI 
0 
0 
0 
_h) Intensive use of 
~ cooperatives 
_i) Increase food crop 
production 
J) Increase cash crop 
production 
_k) Foreign currency 
accumulation 
_1) Increase women's 
participation in the 
labor force 
_m) Free participation 
in political issues 
_n) Restructuring the 
international economic 
order 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
ghtlv Well Very Well 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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Section IV. 
in Seïtion\?®' population growth Is a big problem In the country you mentioned 
a. yes 
b. no 
If your answer to the above question Is yes, how Important are these strategies 
In slowing down rapid population growth in that country? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item. 
B. To the left. Rank; 1 - Best strategy 2 - Second best strategy 
3 - Third best strategy 4 - Fourth best strategy 
Not at all 
_a) Supply of contraceptives 0 
_b) Supply Information about 0 
contraceptives 
_c) Educate women 
_d) Raise women's labor force 
participation 
_e) Seek cooperation of 
traditional leaders 
_f) Educate men about 
contraceptives 
_g) Involve religious 
leaders 
_h) Improve nation's diet 
_1) Reduce infant mortality 
rate through improved 
health programs 
J) Offer incentives 
(monetary) 
_k) Use coercion, e.g., forced 
sterilization 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Fairly Important 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Very 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
144 4 
Section V. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that these are barriers to effective 
organizational coordination between development agencies and local organizations 
In the country you mentioned In Section 1? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 - First Important barrier 
2 - Second important barrier 
3 - Third Important barrier 
4 - Fourth important barrier 
Strongly 
Disagree 
a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 
f) 
_g) 
_h) 
.1) 
J )  
Cultural differences 
among participants 
Inadequate communication 
facilities 
Subordinates' lack of 
training 
Unwillingness by 
supervisors to delegate 
Lack of common 
objectives 
Subordinates' lack of 
responsibility 
High levels of 
illiteracy 
Fear of loss of 
opportunity for 
superiors to earn 
Income corruptly 
Differences in 
political ideologies 
Inadequate monetary 
resources 
Disagree 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Agree 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Strongly 
Agree 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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Section VI. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that the following conditions favor 
development of organizations In the country you mentioned In Section 1? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each Item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 - Most Important condition 
2 - Second most Important condition 
3 - Third most important condition 
4 • Fourth most Important condition 
Strongly Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 
_a) High and widespread 0 1 2 3 
literacy 
_b) Specialized, advanced 0 1 2 3 
schooling 
_c) Increasing urbanization 0 1 2 3 
d) A money economy 0 1 2 3 
e) Political participation 0 1 2 3 
f) Increased discontent 0 1 2 3 
among societal groups 
g) Allocation of 0 12 3 
responsibility according 
to achievement 
Section VII. 
How Important are these ways of increasing agricultural production in the same 
country? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left. Rank: 1 - First most important 2 - Second most important 
3 - Third most important . 4 - Fourth most important 
Not Very Somewhat Very 
Important Important Important Important 
a) Land reform 0 1 2 3 
_b) Suitable technology 0 1 2 3 
_c) Improved extension 0 1 2 3 
services 
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_d) More incentives to 0 1 2 3 
farmers 
_e) Credit facilities to 0 1 2 3 
farmers 
_f) Training of women In 0 1 2 3 
farming techniques 
_g) Better roads 0 1 2 3 
h) Better markets 0 1 2 3 
_i) Better storage 0 1 2 3 
facilities 
_j) Highly trained 0 1 2 3 
agricultural scientists 
_k) Transfer of agricultural 0 1 2 3 
Scientific Knowledge 
to farmers 
_1) Better coordination 0 1 2 3 
between agricultural 
research stations and 
the ministry of 
agriculture 
_m) Reasonable prices for 0 1 2 3 
farmers 
_n) Political stability 0 1 2 3 
Section VIII, 
How important are the following factors in facilitating the adoption of 
agricultural technology in the country you mentioned in Section 1? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 - First most important 2 - Second most important 
3 - Third most important 4 - Fourth most important 
Not Very Somewhat Very 
Important Important Important Important 
_a) Resources (land and 
capital) for small-
scale farmers 
_b) Proximity to regional 
centers 
_c) Adequate knowledge in 
how to use it 
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_d) Compatibility with 
local cultural beliefs 
_e) Easily usable 
_f) Easily repaired 
_g) Inexpensive 
_h) Sophisticated, but 
easily learnable 
_i) Ability to produce 
quick results 
J) Ability to produce 
large-scale results 
_k) Suitable to local 
environmental 
conditions 
_1) Innovativeness of local 
population 
_m) Support from 
local/opinion leaders 
_n) Farmers' willingness 
to take risk 
_o) Local farmers' access to 
credit facilities 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
Section IX. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that these factors involving dependency 
on private foreign capital may affect the development process in the country you 
mentioned in Section 1? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 • First most important 2 - Second most important 
3 - Third most important 4 - Fourth most important 
Strongly Somewhat Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree 
_a) Concentrates Income 0 12 3 
in the hands of the 
elite 
_b) Encourages population 0 12 3 
movement from rural 
to urban areas 
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_c) Facilitates the growth of 0 
the informal service 
sector 
_d) Retards agricultural 0 
production 
_e) Stimulates economic 0 
growth 
_f) Gives raise to 0 
manufacturing industries 
_g) Drains the country 0 
of raw materials 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
Section X. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree that the following conditions favor 
international cooperation? 
A. To the right, circle one best answer for each item 
B. To the left, Rank: 1 - First most important 2 - Second most Important 
3 - Third most important 4 - Fourth most Important 
_a) Promotion of exports 
_b) Promotion of Imports 
_c) Exchange of staff 
_d) Exchange of students 
_e) Transfer of Technology 
f) Commonly understood 
languages 
_g) Shared cultural norms 
_h) Shared political 
ideology 
_i) Monetary aid 
J) Food aid 
_k) Military support 
Strongly 
Disagree 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Disagree Agree 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Strongly 
Agree 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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